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Social Networks and Communication Culture in Hybrid
Societies: A Reading in the Role of Twitter in Qatar
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Abstract: This study explores the profound impact of the transformation of
the public communication space in Qatar in the era of digitization and social
networking, and its role in changing the culture of communication. Based on
communication theories, the research monitors the role of social networks in
activating communication, and the emergence of these networks as a public
domain to transcend the structural obstacles produced by urbanization patterns in
the Arab Gulf Countries. The study concludes that there are indications that the
public domain in Qatar has contributed to challenging the classic communication
hierarchy that has long dominated the country. The study tracked two cases of
«Hashtagy follow—up effects and various responses on Twitter, namely criticism

of the content of the Islamic education curriculum and the condemnation of
hosting an Israeli sports delegation.

Keywords: Social Networks, Social Change, Public Space.
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Researcher holds a doctorate in communications from the Faculty of Humanities and Literature at the University of
Hassan II in Casablanca.
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