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A Theory of Structure: Duality, Agency, and Transformation****
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Abstract: «Structure» is one of the most important, elusive, and undertheorized
concepts in the social sciences. Setting out from a critique and reformulation
of Anthony Giddens’s notion of the duality of structure and Pierre Bourdieu’s
notion of habitus, this article attempts to develop a theory of structure that
restores human agency to social actors, builds the possibility of change into the

concept of structure, and overcomes the divide between semiotic and materialist
visions of structure.
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(21) Giddens, Central Problems in Social Theory, p. 92.
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(39) Bourdieu, Outline of a Theory of Practice, p. 83.

n e oS5 G (40)
Goran Therborn, The Ideology of Power and the Power of Ideology (London: Verso, 1980), pp. 15-22. esp.
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Issue 7/28 aasll = 13 6
\
Spring 2019 &y Qija’n%;

e o iy Vg T 3 ke s oo (6 55 S 5 o oS 5T s 315 lal O1SCa)
Sobe s ] ol cpmandl o el o e wilad) Clesls Jlasll ¢l

AS) SN e Ay pwli) sLasY)

55 3 ooz VI Jadl) 805 ¢ 1 ozl 3 gadl s Slageo A1 cyo Sl sazes o €l3] 2
0555 Wlas 3L o odn Ll aale] S L) oo VT ) U3 my OF ) a5
S Y LK ) el Y ol soll e 5 BYT e L d )l 5
5 e o155 VYA Badaze 3l ol OV ¢ Jall LB Slog I OV 5 cdabliza s 850ae
v oo il e o Bl B Sl A1 31 podl oy B w5 O] o g
sl s I e g OF el Vs 58 31 0Ls il ¢ pelazar VI il (SCay i L)
AslaNlaladl 3 Jadl 050

aulclali

Y led] s seie el (ons o peie o Jadll b o il 5 (0 s Al s (g 5
sl o 1536 0555 0 ng Selb 0555 06 L D356 LT ey el duslan T L
o W ol pm Lol SLAT ST ) dela VI UL e 8 el e a3
Mdiyww\dﬁd&\é{ﬁo\jb).;ﬁ\ﬁ%ﬁkﬁq—‘ﬂ\auw‘sﬂb(}iﬁ
s ol VBl (o ) Sl AL 86 e il s s T Gy e i
Lo clogw A Jo il B e o0 Lol Loy &0l by &0l o) sall e 508 ) 3L
NS BYF RN SIS R SIWUREA EIFI S 2 I SVEESYCH WPy ST ST e
30 5al yo 8 sinan s B3] o 508 im Lo 35l pedl o Jo U1 8 e s Sl

o ol s B piandl <33 A b Sl 5 el e Lemas asle]
e W)

- O g e Jedls cdooliall K55 e ) e - Alell e a,aal OF pa olyf L
J..;:gu.uM&J&wu;s)@oﬂﬁ,woiﬁ@Tb\juoﬁ.,;J\@Q%gwb
s ol 55 e JKG &y sl 8 5ud) Ao LaS 5 LAY plaseal e i il wlin o e (8
el Sty oIS = 53,531 5T o ol 5T 2 ol T s 01 = SN 0 By 12 448 Gutoes
S5 somall Llae VI sl iy b domliall 3] gl 5 B3I ol 2 s sy i
S5 s B Bales 05555 Al 85 g Lol Ll ) ds sl ISV Cilass

i o 5508 g and Lokt 2 Blans 0555 el s 5,01



137 \lj)"c‘ Jaall dylelalig wmwﬁ
- omran =

O i 52 ehas LAl O g slay ol o ST 4315 5 oy Olab s ) Joo e
Goler VI OB o s o) Jelidl ol jlgn oo iikins 5153 O ot ol sl 31 s
Jelins ax 5 els Baisd JE0) o - 5 reall o poetll SN OF Lt oo Lgmalsl s &l
WL Lo sl slodl Ml Je g Blasdd D)5 0 ol e CaiSis - Ui pall ael 3 Uas
Sl (Joledl Slas Bl oda b o) B3 Slogw A1 B jae ond (5 #3530 il
Goolorr VI B e o o (5o b el 0 ol il 5. 53 5o e Jadll e
Bl 5 S Aol e 151ke O g sla moead) 313 oo S0 e sl oal 3 Glas s

e 5]l

08 el S 8y 0 piliies ol gy A1 &Ll OT e i O ¢ J20lls ol 0 450
Sl obe I s sl gl b O AT Gl Leldll Ol 35 50 055 0
OF ey A1 Lol ¥ Sl 6163l el gdas OF 8oy A1 dolidl s ol b O Sy
G s N Bsdoeall ol Al B T ) elanet e e 158 Bdlest Cilss Ln g 54
3l 1aalr oney OF asetd 80y ¥ cuominlls &l 355,55 055 (o - islazz V1 15l
e b5 Al S Jslom OF ¢ podl (Say i S ol sl 35 . 5 41 3
sl e pgmmallas S 05 G g pladl Jladl 3L o bl s 12 Lo 155 20, 51 3
ol

Jls Al ) mazeadl 515 3 o Slaaimadl ¢l g Lol el B adeldl) il
Beola V1 g 515,30 5 sl Sl 0oy L g o = Gl slann! (8150 L2l
Slorr 2 8 e gy L) = ool T ool il 51 Joodl T igadl 5T 2531 51 kel
st b b Al SUSG] Ay vy ol sall oo iiliies aliey 1T ) LS5 dilises
sl Jadl

il o cielam V1 Adas Nl Odet b Abla 5 s Walde 5T dlel) Blas Cilisy LS
Gl e s Silir b 23 5 me STl o) o U1 16 L ALzl w315l el
Ay sL33 ) 0 sl ) b o mn STcmlo 3 e 2 BT S N1 e
o0 e el K3 Gl b ool b gy ey b e B3 Zdla) 22l bl e
Lol e o o o mn g ool s el Lt ) i LT LAT m Lo el
Bl olols de e gL@,.@Jq:j\ L adl olleWl

(42) Erving Goffman, The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life (New York: Dou-bleday, 1959); Erving Goffman,
Interaction Ritual: Essays on Face—to—Face Behavior (New York: Pantheon, 1967).

(43) Tbid., pp. 5-46.
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(44) Barry Hindess, «Actors and Social Relations,» in: Mark L. Wordell & Stephen P. Turner (eds.), Social Theory in
Transition (London: Allen & Unwin, 1986), pp. 113-126.

:Jidl S e hil (45)
Marshall Sahlins, «The Return of the Event, Again; With Reflections on the Beginnings of the Great Fijian War of 1843
to 1855 between the Kingdoms of Bau and Rewa,» in: A. Biersack (ed.), Clio in Ocednia: Toward a Historical
Anthropology (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian, 1991), pp. 37-100.
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(46) Walter Dean Burnham, «Party Systems and the Political Process,» in: William Nisbet Chambers & Walter Dean
Burnham (eds.), The American Party Systems (New York: Oxford University Press, 1967), pp. 277— 307.

(47) Margaret Ramsay Somers, «The People and the Law: The Place of the Public Sphere in the Formation of English
Popular Identity,» PhD. Dissertation, Department of Sociology, Harvard University, Massachusetts, United States,
1986.

(48) Immanuel Wallerstein, The Modern World System, vol. 1, Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the European
World (New York: Academic, 1974).
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(49) William H. Sewell, Jr., «Uneven Development, the Autonomy of Politics, and the Dockworkers of Nineteenth—
Century Marseille,» American Historical Review, vol. 93 (1988), pp. 604—637; Charles H. Sabel & Jonathan Zeitlin,
«Historical Alternatives to Mass Pro—duction: Politics, Markets, and Technology in Nineteenth—Century Industrializa—
tion,» Past and Present, no. 108 (1985), pp. 133—176; Raphael Samuel, «The Workshop of the World: Steam Power and
Hand Tech-nology in Mid—Victorian Britain,» History Workshop Journal, vol. 3, no. 1 (Spring 1977), pp. 6-72.

(50) Michael J. Piore & Charles H. Sabel, The Second Industrial Divide: Possibilities for Prosperity (New York: Basic,
1984).

(51) Charles H. Sabel, «Protoindustry and the Problem of Capitalism as a Concept: Response to Jean H. Quataert,»
International Labor and Working—Class History, vol. 33 (1988), pp. 30-37.
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John E. Roemer, «New Directions in the Marxist Theory of Exploitation and Class,» Politics and Society, vol. 11 (1982),
pp. 253-287.
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