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The Positioning of Geography

between Natural and Social Sciences:
Which Methodology for Which Topic?
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Abstract: Geography holds a special position that brings together natural and
human phenomena. This raises questions about the approach of geographers
to overcome the same methodological problems that all other social scientists
undergo. Geography inherited a wide—reaching subject matter and a broad
variety of methodology from Greek thought, and could not overcome this despite
changes in successive theoretical contexts. It is true that the study of natural
phenomena has contributed to some sort of identification with experimental
science methodology, but addressing human phenomena did not enable it to
overcome the methodological obstacles experienced by the social sciences and
humanities.

Keywords: Geographical Theory; Geography Paradigms; Methodology.
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(1) René Clozier, Histoire de la Géographie, Collection Que sais—je? 5™ éd. (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France,

1972), p. 127.
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(5) Jean—Frangois Deneux, Histoire de la pensée géographique (Paris: Belin, 2006), p. 5.
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(6) Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1962); Thomas

Kuhn, La Structure des Révolutions Scientifiques, Laure Meyer (trans.), Collection Champs Essais (Paris:
Flammarion, 2008).
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(19) Jean Gottmann, La Politique des Etats et leur géographie (Paris: Armand Colin, 1952), pp. 1-2.
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(23) Jean—Jacques Bavoux, La Géographie: Objets, Méthodes, Débats, Collection U, 3¢™ éd. (Paris: Armand Colin,
2016), p. 63.
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(25) Fred Kurt Schaefer, «Exceptionalism in Geography: A Methodological Examination,» Annals of the Association of
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(26) Peter Gould, «The new Geography,» Harper's Magazine (March 1969), pp. 91-100.
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(27) Hans Jonas, Le principe responsabilité: Une éthique pour la Civilisation technologique, Collection Champs Essais
(Paris: Flammarion, 2013).

(28) Paul Claval, Géo — épistémologie (Paris: Armand Colin, 2017), p. 20.
(29) Deneux, p. 142.
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(30) Jean Piaget, «L’épistémologie des relations interdisciplinaires,» in: André Lichnerowicz et al. L interdisciplinarité:
Problemes d’Enseignement et de Recherche dans les Universités (Paris: OCDE, 1972), p. 166.

(31) Claval, Géo— épistémologie, p. 109.

(32) Fernand Braudel, «La Géographie face aux Sciences humaines,» Annales Economies, Sociétés, Civilisations,
no. 4 (1951), p. 491.

(33) Claval, Géo— épistémologie, p. 21.
(34) Bavoux, p. 37.
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