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The Intentional Explanation of Social Behaviour
and the Conditions of its Credibility

Sl il daly Ol Al 3Ll b dealuadl ] dulydll ods Gugs 1 pasele
o) 2y a5 Tl Al e ] it Byl 0 B! ez V1 S
YV geadll il OF (o o2 I o ] sl 8,1 e ablsl Lol o plall 3
Ol gl Pl o lor VI S Ll (s S5 e iy 456 b (508 e b g
il a2 5 0555 OF (g Jelall Sl ) sleaVU elam VI S L) s
oy ALSI 55 (gehall) ] ol L by 81 e B8 pamen 315 13] (o)

el kel Sl Lelaondl dkaly Jadl) Bl o by,
Daadll ABld! ¢ ol il (ghaadll il o eloz VI S oLl iholiie Lol
el

Abstract: The aim of this article is to contribute to the debate on the
appropriateness of interpreting social actions from an approach based on
analytical philosophy and the theory of practice in the social sciences. | argue
that that although intentional explanation does not depend on natural laws, it
nevertheless remains an explanation of social behaviour by causes. I argue that
the intentional explanation of social behaviour based on the reasons of the actor
can be a kind of causal explanation if a set of conditions which guarantee the
heuristic capacity of the intentional explanation is available. These conditions
are contextualism, collective intentionality, and following rule behaviours.

Keywords: Social Behaviour, Intentional Explanation, Causal Explanation,
Contextualism, Collective Intentionality.
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