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Macro-Micro: on the Necessity of Explaining

Mechanisms of Transition between the Micro
and the Macro
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Abstract: This article demonstrates that in the social sciences, interpretation of
phenomena or acts or interactions using hypotheses and data pertaining to a level
that differs from the level of the subject being studied depends on the extent to
which the bridge between these levels is crafted. Otherwise the interpretation
is dominated by Impressionism. The first part of the study is concerned with
definitions and measures in order to separate social components of the social.
Then it clarifies the mandatory nature of transition. To answer the question the
study adopted the two theses of «emergence» and «the conflict of the gods.»
Finally, some models of transition were presented which concluded that it was
impossible for a general model to be valid in every context. Every research topic
must build the mechanisms of its transition.

Keywords: Micro, Macro, Transition Mechanisms, Emergence, Inter—Dependence.
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(1) Randall Collins, «On the Microfoundations of Macrosociology,» American Journal of Sociology, vol. 86, no. 5
(March 1981), pp. 984-1014.

(2) Thomas Schelling, Micromotives and Macrobehavior (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1978).
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(3) Peter Blau, «Constrasting Theoretical Perspectives,» in: Jeffrey C. Alexander et al. (eds.), The Micro-Macro Link
(California: University of California Press, 1987), p. 71.
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(69) Mohamed Cherkaoui, «Les Transitions micro—macro: Limites de la théorie du choix rationnel dans les foundations
of social theory,» Revue frangaise de sociologie, vol. 44, no. 2 (Avril-Juin 2003), pp. 231-254.
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(71) Raymond Boudon, La Place du désordre, Collection Quadrige (Paris: PUF, 2004), p. 67.
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Roger Chartier, «Pierre Bourdieu — Le monde me comprend mais je le comprends: Entretien avec I’historien Roger
Chartier diffusé dans ‘Les chemins de la connaissance’ (partie 3, 1988),» Sociotoile, accessed on 25/6/2019, at:
http://bit.ly/2FwAyh5
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