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Limits of Rational Choice in the Sociology of Social
Movements: The 20 February Movement and the
Countryside Movement in Morocco
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Abstract: This study tests the explanatory value of the theory of rational choice
in the sociology of social movements by studying Moroccan protest movements.
It demonstrates the theoretical origins and development of rational choice theory,
which assumes that individuals decide to participate, or not, in any social movement
according to the calculation of profit and loss. By studying the movements of
unemployed graduates in Morocco, the paper also shows that, despite the theory’s
ability to interpret some aspects of social movements, it is deficient in explaining
symbolically motivated movements. These movements stress self—assertion and
immaterial values such as freedom and dignity, as is the case of the 20 February
and the countryside movements. Alternatively, this study proposes to extend the
boundaries of this theory to include the cognitive field through the application of
axiological rationality instead of rational choice theory.
Keywords: Social Movements, Rational Choice Theory, Moroccan Protest
Movements, 20 February Movement, Countryside Movement.
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Assia Benadada & Latifa El Bouhsini (dir.), «Le Mouvement des droits humains des femmes au Maroc: Approche
historique et archivistique,» Etude réalisée par Le Centre d’histoire du temps présent, Faculté des Lettres et des Sciences
Humaines—Rabat/ Universit¢é Mohammed V de Rabat, 2014; Mounia Bennani—Chraibi & Mohamed Jeghllaly, «La
Dynamique protestataire du Mouvement du 20 février a Casablanca,» Revue francaise de science politique, vol. 62,
no. 5 (2012); Jacopo Granci, «Le Mouvement amazigh au Maroc: De la revendication culturelle et linguistique a la
revendication sociale et politique,» These en science politique, Montpellier 1, 2012; Montserrat Emperador Badimon,
«Le Mobilisation des diplomés chomeurs au Maroc: Usages et avatars d’une protestation pragmatique,» PhD.
Dissertation, Ecole doctorale sciences juridiques et politiques, université paul cézanne, marseille, 2011; Tehri
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marocain et au—dela des frontiéres étatiques,» Thése de doctorat d’état en anthropologie sociale et ethnologie, Ecole des
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, 2003.
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