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Covid-19 and Catastrophic Epistemology
Assemblage, Design, Prudence
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Abstract: COVID-19 has disrupted the world, and the epistemology of normal
science is part of the world that has been disrupted. The pandemic challenges
modernity no longer to settle for risk management while it denies culpability in
current and pending catastrophes. Catastrophic epistemology attempts to learn
from a disaster in which knowledge itself is one of the casualties. The STEM
sciences, social sciences, humanities, and public administration are part of a
system of disjointed incrementalism that provides only partial and provisional
answers to the questions that now face us. We offer one very provisional point of
departure, which includes supplementing normal science with inquiry oriented
toward Design and Prudence.
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(1) Francis A. Beer & Robert Hariman, "Learning from the Pandemic: Catastrophic Epistemology," Social Epistemology
Review and Reply Collective, vol. 9, no. 5 (2020), pp. 19-28.

Loy cdor 5N (il 2,V or e (3 oS0l (!l oy ) W0 0 5 B e B oo e ss A1 (2)
el g s G Ll o sdonall 2 Ul Jr e o5 B



49 . J = Glwl)a
‘% Yjlgall Unglgoyiunlg (19-24695) Ugjg s g Anila

O] e 0Lyl 508 o AT e Yoy oblasdl e oy 3 3,85 Loy ST e L]
V.Uaad.a\sﬂ mwww\:«.:;d\ub W\u\f&d‘@&u\

Shaz Vs el ol plad do3dle ¢ mall 3 i) a5 (5 5 dians o oLl kel 1 ool
@M\juw\wwd\ aala)) el OLdaddB Ly ST diastn o3l g 3 20 Y]
cally Fadidly L S5 o gl SV B ade 235 Godios Ul I OLYI s
o2 e dSTL A gl okl I IEmaNT e Jlmadl e 3 Erodall dunr jodl dozas s
sleNl b dners D] ) 4 @301 5 (g3 el ST el laudU dladedl L ls] uobie
R bzl Blails & pos T Lake ("““‘4’ ol s 4 gl sale] Jiym iy (Goadlls
Gl b SloYl (65 LS (il Lo V) coale i lall LY o lall 65 Y 5T il
Ldliodl o ol V1 830mme bladl (yos Aol Jalge Lal 3 OF pn Yy e )t (58 51 5,5 W5,

B0l

Aol (as b ol a5 Jeall S a6 sy U bl 30
e g b geall S Jsed) Blas s el Bslana el G goll A1 ans
L I ol V1 aidly g (o bledl 5)l3] o Joadl s 52 3 ol
JLQAY‘LSM&L@;UL&UQLA&\@h&w(&u%\)dywcdf\ap—u.a
céfmlwc\fwalmb:w}ct}mw L@.:CA:SJJJ\:};}Jb 8 a2
Jlme B e ool 51 e )l S e ey podl sl o 2] cchnte o e
doie Tl 6l 13 d 3 NS S0 Y dadsdl S5 CasS Of Basews OIS 13]5 .9 bl 5yl)

“ 3lawW

oS Blasdl Lalea e ol mad s bl o Lad BgysS s b S hiS lanl
S o B B medl o laS Lol pa U3 e LeoSel oy A1 Legodl g ll) ]
@ bl g Je Sleaal Lolad¥ly Lo ) pSHly dadadl Slpleadl Jons Leiod
o ey By ol K Y & B me 0 Y ol (il e Y1
2315001 520 s Bl Slulidl e Lo Slalind) s slall b 5y Alonll 2L
ol A 2Bl eV glwadl a0 31 Jos ol ;/;T%;a%msj\ S edl Sl y Ap Lozl
Crrod Al e g ol 51 (1274-1225) Thomas Aquinas gy 5SYI Lo 5 el Jro ¢3lels (5 53
Sl gt by ymn plai e b (e b oms 23 VI o 0 Y 45 ¢ sl
s e Wogey Ll Learl s A siaadl Bl we Joladl) o (o S0 3 yma ol

(3) Francis A. Beer & Robert Hariman, "Nature Plays Last: Realism, Post-Realism, Post-Pandemic," E-International
Relations, 7/6/2020, accessed on 1/3/2021, at: https://bit.ly/3021tew
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Politics," Security Dialogue, vol. 43, no. 4 (2012), pp. 323-344.
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(5) Robert Hariman, "Introduction," in: Robert Hariman & Ralph Cintron (eds.), Culture, Catastrophe, and Rhetoric:
The Texture of Political Action (New York: Berghahn, 2015).
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