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Abstract: This reflection on Palestine’s political impasses in relation to the
experiences of other colonized places and peoples was inspired by the current
ferment in critical indigenous and native studies, and now Palestinian studies,
about settler colonialism. Tracing the promises and pitfalls of new imaginations
of sovereignty and self-determination emerging through indigenous activism,
the essay reflects on museums and contested rituals of liberal recognition in
North America and Australia to highlight both the stark differences in the
situations of Palestinians under Israeli rule and the radical significance of the
recent efflorescence of Palestinian cultural projects. Focusing particularly on the
history of the Palestinian Museum (that opened in Birzeit in 2016), the article
argues that the productivity of the settler—colonial framework lies less in the way
it maps directly onto the situation on the ground than in the new solidarities it
engenders and its potential to burst open the Palestinian political imagination.

Keywords: Settler Colonialism, Indigenous and Native Studies, Palestine
Museum, Sovereignty, Political Imagination.
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vol. 36 (2009), pp. 152-159.
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of Minnesota Press, 2014).
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