>
13 ‘;j)’L DOl L8yl Wizl Accepted JgudJl Revised (Ja=ill Received roluwill
- omran https://doi.org/10.31430/FTDV6869 2021-10-1 2021-9-18 2021-8-12

*Azmi Bishara | 6 juin k..)-oj‘c

Ulc Jo a.JLn\JjLJI roUAJ rol U.JLh.u.uJI jLo.zqu
Y| VE-Y) UI

Settler Colonialism or Apartheid: Do We Have to
Choose?
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Abstract: This article examines Israel as a state that emerged out of a settler
colonial project, demonstrating that this emergence is not only a historical
question, but is also constitutive to the state’s structure and the nature of
citizenship in it. The article argues that Israel differs from other settler colonial
states in that it failed to normalize or nativize itself, for three main reasons.
First, Palestinians had been nationally crystalized before it was established and
therefore they were not transformed, like in other settler colonial states, into
n "indigenous people" demanding cultural rights. Second, the 1967 occupation
is not a classic occupation practiced by a "normal state," but a continuation
of the settler colonial project itself. And third, while Israel had established
an ethnocracy after expelling the majority of the Palestinian population from
its 1948 borders and granted the minority that remained Israeli citizenship, it
turned into an apartheid state after the 1967 occupation. In these territories,
Palestinians — most of whom were neither expelled, nor granted citizenship —
were subjected to direct occupation, which has gradually transformed, due to the
settlement project, into an apartheid system.
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This Study is a Translation of a Chapter from the Author's Forthcoming Book.
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(April 2021); Elia Zureik, "Settler Colonialism, Neoliberalism and Cyber Surveillance: The Case of Israel," Middle East
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(26) Lorenzo Veracini, "Is Settler Colonial Studies Even Useful?" Postcolonial Studies, vol. 24, no.2 (2021),
pp. 270277,
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"Special Issue: New Directions in Settler Colonial Studies," Postcolonial Studies, vol. 23, no. 1 (March 2020).
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Nadia Hijab & Ingrid Jaradat Gassner, "Talking Palestine: What Frame of Analysis? Which Goals and Messages?"
Alshabaka, 12/4/2017, accessed on 21/9/2021, at: https://bit.ly/3bJuzFP; Rashid Khalidi, "Israel: 'A Failed Settler—
Colonial Project'," Institute for Palestine Studies, 10/5/2018, accessed on 21/9/2021, at: https://bit.ly/3bHckRv; Rana
Barakat, "Writing/Righting Palestine Studies: Settler Colonialism, Indigenous Sovereignty and Resisting the Ghost(s) of
History," Settler Colonial Studies, vol. 8, no. 3 (2018), pp. 349-363.

(28) Elia Zureik, Israel’s Colonial Project in Palestine: Brutal Pursuit (Abingdon/ New York: Routledge, 2016),
pp. 69-70.
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