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Zionism and the Dilemma of Legitimizing Settler
Colonialism: Religious Discourse as a Response
to the Palestinian Resistance

islaz ¥l & leaza s Ay ally Lo sl CIlaal Jolss Al Lyl odis Goed 1 jasels

- w\L;;J;usj\\;\Mrts633\wwwmOpmy@,w\@,w\)ua\g
MM,,QJ\ Bl et plrall Tl Glin Lo G| 4k Slaiz V1 slanz N e
S 3 gl i sl CIlaodl slazel O) cY;\ sy Ol b EW r-hbj o etad il

L?«jfmwﬁwkwb%gq’r@.d\ @M! ‘J&MM:"&M‘ SlelesN
L Lslezely sl pladl dlmadl b ] Jadis Slsl st OF (56 a2l

Lorlge b Lo 20l I dorlodl g iyl e leBYT e suulzall "Llalall” 45 el
o ol had I dgedl OIS gl c3 1 B 5 (G sueland) ool doylaall
uﬁwmkb)ld\ J ol OB (g 2] mUam.o\ 4l ubu@lﬂ.{u\f\ FPRN]

L@;-)\a- \“ Sl d\ OKNYJ cmM\ Mjb.wj\
:\:.&‘«JJJ| 43.:4}3.” c"ﬁ..U\ cd.;.:W\ c%;:Ua.:w\ ‘)LQ.’:.«N‘ :4,;-\.‘20.&: A:JLQJS

Abstract: This study examines how nationalism, religious claims, and settler
colonialism enmesh within Zionism, focusing on the main role played by this
interaction in masking settler colonialism as an appropriate analytical framework
for studying the Palestinian—Zionist conflict. Three main propositions are made:
First, that Jewish national claims in Palestine rely on religious claims in order to
obscure the reality of the Zionist project as settler colonial in essence. Second,
that a main reason for the penetration of religion into the Israeli public sphere and
the increasing dependence of "secular" Zionism on religious claims is the need
for legitimacy in the face of the consistent Palestinian resistance. Third, that while
separation of state and religion was possible in other settler colonial contexts, the
transition to secularism is unachievable in Zionism and can only emerge outside it.

Keywords: Settler Colonialism, Zionism, Religion, Nationalism, Legitimacy.
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