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Re-thinking Conceptual Frameworks to Analyze
the Palestinian Colonial Context
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Abstract: This article deconstructs the conceptual tools employed by the
Palestinian national movement to diagnose the Palestinian condition. It traces the
transformations of contemporary political and academic discourses, from labeling
the Palestinian condition as "colonialism" in the 1950s and then re—packaging it
as "occupation” in post—Oslo era. Consequently, the article explains the impact of
the absence of academic—epistemic frameworks in the field of colonial studies on
the political field. To achieve this goal, the article is divided into three parts: Part I
reads through theoretical frameworks to qualify colonial structure/ the structure of
colonialism; Part II analyzes the concept of "Total Violence," that has been used to
analyze communal violence but never to analyze colonial state violence; while Part
III examines the impact of merging academia into the political realm.

Keywords: Total Violence, Academia, Coloniality, Conceptual Impotency, Colonial
Context.
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(63) Max Weber, Le savant et le politique, Julien Freund (trad.) (Paris: Plon, 1959). -

(64) Pierre Bourdieu, "Pour un savoir engagé," in: Interventions (1961-2001): Sciences sociales et action politique
(Marseille: Agone; Montréal: Comeau & Nadeau, 2002).
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(65) Michel Foucault, Surveiller et punir: Naissance de la prison (Paris: Gallimard, 1975); Michel Foucault,
L’Archéologie du savoir (Paris: Gallimard, 1969).

(66) Marcel Mauss, Essai sur le don: Forme et raison de I’échange dans les sociétés archaiques (Paris: PUF, 2007).

(67) Pierre Bourdieu, Sur I’Etat: Cours au Collége de France (1989—1992) (Paris: Seuil; Raisons d’agir, 2012), p. 291.
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(68) Pierre Bourdieu, Méditations pascaliennes (Paris: Seuil, 1997), p. 209.

(69) Pierre Bourdieu, "Les modes de domination," Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales, vol. 2, no. 2-3 (1976),
pp. 122-132;

el
Pierre Bourdieu, La distinction (Paris: Minuit, 1984); Pierre Bourdieu, "Quelques propriétés des champs," in: Questions
de sociologie (Paris: Minuit, 1989), pp. 113—120; Pierre Bourdieu, La noblesse d 'Etat: Grandes écoles et esprit de corps
(Paris: Minuit, 1992); Pierre Bourdieu & Loic Wacquant, "La logique des champs," in: Réponses (Paris: Seuil, 1992),
pp. 71-90; Pierre Bourdieu, "Esprits d’Etat: Genése et structure du champ bureaucratique," Actes de la recherche en
sciences sociales, vol. 96-97 (Mars 1993), pp 49-62; Pierre Bourdieu, "“L’Etat et la construction du marché’ et ‘Le

champ des pouvoirs locaux’," in: Les structures sociales de I'économie (Paris: Seuil, 2000), pp. 113—180; Bourdieu &
Boltanski, pp. 4-73.
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(72) Claude Lévi-Strauss, La Pensée sauvage (Paris: Pocket, 1990 [Paris: Plon, 1962]), p. 222.
(73) Luc Boltanski, La souffrance a distance (Paris: Métaili¢, 1993), p. 16.
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