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The Genesis of Sport as a Sociological Problem
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Abstract: This study examines the physical and verbal genesis of sports in England

and compares the conditions under which game—contests emerged in classical
antiquity and in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. To this aim, the investigation
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is guided by the theory of civilising processes, which posits that state formation
and conscience formation, the level of socially permitted physical violence, and the
threshold of repugnance against using it or witnessing it, will differ in specific ways
at different stages in the development of societies. In this way, theory and empirical
data together remove the misunderstanding that results from the unquestioned
use of one’s own threshold of repugnance in the face of specific types of physical
violence as a general yardstick for all human societies regardless of their structure
and stage of social development.

Keyword: Sport, Football, Olympic Games, Violence, Civilisation.
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Issue 42 - Volume 11 / 11 alaoll - 42 aa=ll = 170
\
Autumn 2022 waya \)boi—
omran

el gl il At oty SOU e jlan Jro Lelte ol 3] ¢ 5T Ui Boxing LesSladl 3
ke oz oo ST iy ¢ ool (g pind) Dl sy o &) 55301 e 8 oo ciaznss
Bylaod gloes £od S5 o5 Ailieadl praSSUl OBy e B3 00 5 s eSSl 5L
5o O 5 I Ol n (T b ol Aialll o 3 1a OUST ol €0 5T s (oSS
§25 Ol 31 3] bmmid L2l o (oSS 15 aatiy oI5 .l I Olnall st Y
38 - sl Gl IS5 08 .Gy 5 LSOl IS mooar 3 Il ke 1S LS Laf 11 3 5o
G5 b1 L o515 5 i Lo g5 gl gl 3 2SSl il 3 Sl
ezl canbol L5 conasd] v e 2301 6L i OS5 sl 25 Bl Lol
ST 6ol 201 Bulodl 2o V1 Il (301 55005 g ol Ao 305 s3lodl SLBY
ool Mol o 3l 2 500 G~Y Le:gl@%;jc“@@m\ ool Al e Uarast e inme Sl
IV 0N VI s )l s U1 bl oSOl Jle oy 5 831 250 Sl gy ol
cronlsAleda ey, b b i Delle Terme o5 s Cimta 5 OV1s s yodl c(Dadl 13
Lo ot Sl o g0 1 StV iy ¥ 31 ¢l 2SS elbanan Jd S0 318
odg) Il VI OT a5 . o sV gl I Ll Waliazy s e 4 Jall e £aSI
o) o e s e e e i 2N NI o el paSSU e
;,A 8oV odin cons 3] 6l I s Lald JU ¥ D g ST bl Y1 ool
AT Gl o e SO s & ol g el aedd (s Ul b Al WS
ASILJI = el ag;\;;wﬂ\ — Ll ladall ab oyl ol €09 6 5N dy g, 5V Ol V.LN o
liall ooy Byl 1 2 sl DU (6 Sl G201 tgaloay Glazal JiT 8l ie 2 (550
AV Ll i 5553
e s il Zad LS e Sl el e G &3 2Y1 eSSl w35 a3
LaSHal oSe o S i 201 Odedl = sl b aslaes IR opd 6 Y1 JISEY)
oSO 3 Ul S O e il s STy e il ke paldl 3,1 5 3 IO
Marathon Ogle &Sme It dondl Wz gons (3 s 21 (blsall o Ser
R ('f .3480) Thermopylae Yl 50,5 &S e u;’ Lals S D me Jl e ae (.( .2490)
(14) Philostratos, On Gymnastics [Peri Gymnastike] ([n. ¢.]: [n.p.], [n.d] Chapter 112.
Sl SO e IV il b olsUl s
SLLo1 Ol 13lizel s san IS 5l W o e smaall L3291 O (5245-170) Philostratos sl i shd Sdy (15)
Sz ¥ ST oolidl odn S5 5o L plan] ol avas oS0 o el ¥ T LaS 10 5o L s A
AL 1S e g3l e e oS0 DU dsdly GBI s plaal 6\,@;‘ o Eogdll el 3 OIS il e )
Bl Lo ¢80 S Yloms comndl (5 oy (i G s

(16) Norbert Elias, "Studies in the Genesis of the Naval Profession," British Journal of Sociology, vol. 1,no. 4 (December
1950), pp. 291-309.



> donp
171 ;% d1aglouwgu Ao laa ng dnlyl ou:

R PP [E PRSP PP PR AOPRVSP PO FHUIC SN R VE N POTEV AP A0, [y e
el s el Gl i ool gl 3 e sl GBS o | sl Lo il b 8 S
CLiSS sy iU o el Bliny (6 Sl SLiS 85l ol Ay Ll I SILA e
SISzl i 2V o g b I A (6 3 iU o Ll STV b (gl 132
[Ge 2 Y1 O dlma] Hoplites <l gl % seor (p0) loay ool QU3 (3 gomb sy Ll 5
(5 kb o0 LS cdndldl SN s el %LNL&T:JW}J\L;JM Il s o]
b Al ) Sl 5 sl SN Il CIlT g LN e o 3T 018 Lagb syl OF 8
r@\@ww\bigsuw\iaw\yyﬁ\wsw,uwj.:g&w\@,aw,u\,&
oo ai Dl el sl e G a5 S pdls el e (a5 bladl 00 | 618 ¢ J1 gl
I GO s ¢, S0 A 201 VL1 5 el lS ) il uw;\)\“w}u\
s s’ sl I e 5T ) J.> oo e sl Sazls (Homer s s 2 0 Ms 45 500 LaS
51K 30> sl ALl sy JwSJ\ Slendl G sl S o Y 0lS 3] . JLbYI e
ULJY\ < JLAlolsy dklldl e (il e 55 (Olaaiaea]l u.ef.SbJ.o < Al csdl
Ll 3l el o I S A sl s (g N AL I Dy somace e ll 3 LaS
Gy bl ol m Ll — et o el 5 - ateleor o catelom b o S5s3I - 5,201
Pzn T S5 o oy 30 O 2 s Gt M»'J(j slae ,es“osz A olelaadl
Sy 51 S S O 65 S el ot of o, 9 sl oy e m o5 i e
588 Wl ol WAV anins ) oSome oy 5l 5l aadl OS5 . JLll Al so 8 seny Sy
Ay Bl tl SIS L 093 o el oy
z.p,ud\jzwsvw\og)pw»g%g‘g;&,jw’éiu\;;sc&;w‘wﬁy\m@@wj
55 0 3Ll 0 Vs e U1 BN LI Y Loy iy € in) dreal B sl 51
3] 850 S b o SO SLaYT oY i 2 WY B s Sl Gl
Tregdlys cdpdlial) OV a5 15,63 wu..?,la%;\i,ﬂfw;’;s@@\,u LSS b
5L o ghas s sl lasVI ploadl Aol ¢ 5l JI5 oS b Altazall 8 plall 501 cnies
Sl saaline e sl ddladl Lalll 3 3S5Liadl o s celan] dmes OIS Lo dmldl & glonedl 3,61
Al aedss Ul 5BY1 - 552 J;j bl Ll e e S Al ol OIS 35 g I
sl SV JIE J‘)"’u’\f"s‘)ﬁ" ARICE | Gl Ol dazes Lo d )y lh.‘;]o
S 23l Ld s byl Opdaliy il 8Ll ols NS P S P PR L}
SHIBET Jale asly 38 015 5l G Jall s e JLedl Ll odl O gromy €05 5800 O g8 e 51 eS|
(17) Philostratos, ch. 11.
(18) Ibid., ch. 43.

Joied Gl ) 5Kn (8 11 oo 5o 3] 3 (s 35mll Jladl sms ey 201 L sl 3 sl Jloy 5o Je5T (19)
(Olazr 2] . 51855 5y kel atis



Issue 42 - Volume 11 / 11 alaoll - 42 aa=ll = 172
Autumn 2022 LA \;boi—
omran

iy O Sy ¥ S5 ol S s Ll S OIS (gl els 3 3Ll aedly
juu@)y)ﬂbujv\u\!w\z\wwwd\g!mm UL I Ols e edl 355 Lz
S als i p’w‘ 455 5580 e S o 3TN 3555 dliall S o e s e
e (3" gl L W) Ol = gl amaly ) 25 e el jarkaS (6 g oy U
QSJ{‘M%&&&JU&H, .u),s\w:,udsle\@G,;)wwwﬁsw\
sl dor o Bk gmal| Bilara) OIS el s B i dorls B 555 LeSSM S ss
P oo sl ek e Bl e bzl Ul e o LI Joslgs [ ] el el

Qo

Ao 300 o] e g0 3l 4w 8 Bl ooy S IYI OS5 e 50

0555 gy £ oDl OU 555 3] (B 8485 b eSSl iy 231 SSYI o g Ll Lu sl
A ) 38 oLl S s b 0 o Ll ST Lgi13lomar o) 291 005 oLl L JS 3
he ke 3l 015 . AN ST LT ) e 5 gy T Bl s eyl iSOl 35
B2 0Ss C;wrfm,l,uﬁ;wyuﬂy\uuyégwosj‘wJW\q\fT@wa\
oD 5 ylea UIS I LS ¢ wvwwd\@wybw&»wufﬁwﬂw‘
u@d\djbw)}‘tuwLo.@—-.GJSg_,L@,u.UD\‘wdﬁw\wsw\tbb&b‘jd)&wj
OF I s (0 (501 033 (g0 Sl sy cpromasedl (Sl ol OF (503 1501 D 13 ST
ool LSy OF (g Lo el 1501 2SSl Jaad gl 65 Jel dlol o o Lot 5,08 123
oal alads Lalll 5 (g gl wmY e 5ol L S e 51 T 5L 35 i) (g 35,00 5100
Dl dameal) il 852015 Sl Jomeild et il edn frudy Lguod dpmdlis)l a1 oy
ol 5 500 Rareandl g SV cpenll b il LAY IS ol g o Lo 3l
‘ug@\@,uyw\wsyuu;wj.g_e,mviwou\)\,mg,wmwo\sus}
il 45 oyl o AV it s e sl st aly BT 51 si Ll

0455 5 aslasls sl 5 33l 0 BT ok il (555 635 1) amslioly anksl s

ducloiaVl Aalagl Ldag dualpl:Lualw

S gl e o 8 o S22 Lo 5T SO A s Y e ("
Dl 15 sl e b i) i Sy e 115 o U5 e cilglonall s o
r@’w U\ﬁap,cauﬁoi@adm&wﬂ!w\\;\@.Ltzwohs;w
xS Ll o e sl i ) s ol g3l Lo oy O ) ] il ey
MSM\um@@f;zu@;@&‘wwug\wgv‘wb)uwu\y@mm

-

(20) Dress, p. 82.
(21) Ibid.



—> .
173 ‘;j)"(" d129Jguwgu Ao laang, anuqul-zau:
: omran

3brad Y1 3 iUl ool 4T [1901-1842] Adolf Boetticher 23 g il 531 4038 (U1 421 1
e o 5ol oty SSUIs deslaadl b gl e wglies o sl Bulo I Y (1882l 5
()N GIS Lags eSO

Yto Golod! Cilatidl Al s S 1 g0 Lo OB ¢ 58 5o 8, STl 3Ll O o o2 01 oy
y@gmioww\)ﬁ|ugvj*i)\r\my\y@u\ﬁauyy@sﬁu
)Ekﬂ\dwj%dﬁjwldﬁlg,&;\&w\@@Cbﬁ@wﬁéswlwl
e ardly ela VT ol b el 1 phos Al d ol Lo Y ] sy (U1 oLz
8l "EalasI" Aoyl Sl oS daal ks g memzms sl il i (galedl il
o Slos Brom o g colmaimadl g 053 g (U ol 0 556 Yo Lia s L e
i, SIS & Y ol oo 5 Jolall Jaul D 03 Ol e ®PHeteronomous 4SSV
oo iy Y1 Al WY 5wl ) (ol Gl IS U e 8 e 5 2L
oo dogd Laadal e s T di Jons mrLduj}u,uwuwdm%,%su\
r&b;@u\wowﬁcjuﬁﬂ\&}y Al s Lad 51 ey iyl Yl
wu\y%&dwy@b WU@Lb)Y\ywuuM\oMolScww
o) e s Sy okl e g 01 s el

pomeodl b Akl alaadl e oSal o o g gl ol iz o a1 OIS Of el 6T e 5
Ll Ll o A cilieal) ol ol gland o B 5925 (01 8Y o 0 La cands
O Dlratzeal o b iikad Sllas) 5 o OF (K5 b o 318 Lo g Bl
Ol il Slr o il e sl e il e B3laa Uad i A g
Jolie 5 et 31 052l il 31 adleandl ) 3 s sy 65T 2 e lrateadl el
DUV ad s < rghans odin <3lS 85 a2V Al WIS B Lot 5 B (g0 e s

Ll e 0555 Lo dagls oLl Lsloma V1 a5 it kel (6 sans
s SIS 8 2 S goned Bl Lundl g o) B e R V) ol Y5 Jlan
OIS A delozr V1 DSl (s 4deo 5 (gl glandl olsl (U1 50l vgs 095 0 gl e
O cpomzeall S5 35 a3 N1 Oodl = Jaall 3 2aSbdl Ctilly bl oy st Ly oy
d.>j\cLJ;wL...:j\w@!%ubm&%dlowj\uﬁjmy)ubw
poimadl 3 s el ¢l dbls sl Sl el 851 ol ad L) oy O
Lelal B u\.s.bu: Lo s podl Lnazzes B s ) ol (e 255 )5\ s,

(22) Tbid., p. 81.

Norbert Elias, "Problems of Involvement and Detachment," British Journal of Sociology, vol. 7, no. 3 (September 1956),
pp. 226-252; Norbert Elias, Involvement and Detachment, Stephen Quilley (ed.), The Collected Works of Norbert Elias
8 (Dublin: University College Dublin Press, 2007).
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(28) Friedrich Schwenn, Die Menschenopfer bei den Griechen und Romern (Giessen: A. Topelmann, 1915).
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