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Abstract: This work argues that the physical experience of an athletic woman is
shaped by the arduous labours of her gender identity construction. Furthermore, the
features of this experience are created by the social and cultural environment, which
depicts the female body with a specific template and inevitable roles. Secondly, the
female body’s penetration of a field that assumes strength, toughness, and 'virility,'
leads to a collision with social representations that stigmatise the woman’s body
and the idea that she is somehow incorrectly performing her gender, leaving her
in a state of constant negotiation with her body as both a biological female and as
a performance athlete. The study seeks to discern the foundations of this tension
experienced by Moroccan female athletes, as a magnified dimension of the cultural
transformations and contradictions that Moroccan society as a whole is currently
undergoing.

Keywords: Female Body, Athletic Body, Gender Identity, Gender Performance,
Morocco.
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Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality: An Introduction, Robert Hurely (trans.) (New York: Vintage, 1979); Joan
Riviere, "Womanliness as a Masquerade," International Journal of Psycho—analysis, vol. 9 (1929), pp. 209-220; Luce
Irigaray, Ce sexe qui n’en est pas un (Paris: Editions de Minuit, 1977); Julia Kristeva, Pouvoirs de I’horreur: Essai sur
I’abjection (Paris: Seuil, 1980); Monique Wittig, The Lesbian Body, Peter Owen (trans.) (New York: Avon, 1973).
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