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Political Culture, Social Cleavages, and
Democracy: Algeria Case
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Abstract: This study considers the way in which political culture perspectives
impact the relationship between social cleavages and democratic transition in
Algeria. It draws on statistical analysis of World Values Survey (WVS) data, and
global democracy indicators to argue that the structure of current social cleavages in
Algeria is cumulatively weak. It is intersectional and does not reflect pro-democracy
inclinations (i.e., acceptance of sociocultural variation between groups) such that
there would be a relative tendency to support, not oppose, democracy as a system
of coexistence and managing political affairs. This is because partisan alignments
in Algeria in terms of three main political families — nationalists, Islamists, and
democrats — tend to exacerbate the cumulative cleavage in religious and linguistic
identity, and they have a tangible impact on the circumstantial decline of some
indicators of demand for democracy.

Keywords: Political Culture, Algeria, Social Cleavages, Party Families, Political
Values.
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(1) "WVS Database: World Values Survey Wave 6: 2010-2014," World Values Survey, accessed on 14/10/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3Mx110P

(2) Democracy Index 2021: The China Challenge (London: The Economist Intelligence, 2022).
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(3) Gabriel A. Almond & Sidney Verba, The Civic Culture: Political Attitudes and Democracy in Five Nations (Newbury
Park: Sage Publications, 1989).

(4) Amal Obeidi, Political Culture in Libya (Richmond: Curzon, 2001), pp. 15-21; Tawfic E. Farah, "Political Culture
and Development in a Rentier State: The Case of Kuwait," Bureaucracy and Development in the Arab World (January
1989), pp. 106-113; Kamal El-Menoufi, "The Orientation of Egyptian Peasants towards Political Authority between
Continuity and Change," Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 18, no. 1 (1982), pp. 82-93; Iyad Barghouti, "Religion and Politics
among the Students of Najah National University," Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 27, no. 2 (1 April 1991), pp. 203-218;
Lisa Blaydes & Justin Grimmer, "Political Cultures: Measuring Values Heterogeneity," Political Science Research and
Methods, vol. 8, no. 3 (July 2020), pp. 571-579.
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(6) Pierre Bourdieu & Jean—Claude Passeron, La reproduction: Eléments pour une théorie du systéme d’enseignement,
Collection "Le sens commun" (Paris: Ed. de Minuit, 2005), pp. 47-48.

(7) John Street, "Political Culture—from Civic Culture to Mass Culture," British Journal of Political Science, vol. 24,
no. 1 (1994), p. 113.

(8) Seymour M. Lipset & Stein Rokkan, "Cleavage Structures, Party Systems, and Voter Alignments: An Introduction,"
in: Cleavage Structures, Party Systems and Voter Alignments: An Introduction (New York: Free Press, 1967), pp. 1-64.
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