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Abstract: This paper highlights the significance of space as a narrational
component capable of opening the text onto various possibilities. As such, the text
here is treated as a critical roadmap, able to theorize for itself produce meaning
and knowledge. This paper leans on spatial literary studies with its emphasis
on thinking about the text spatially through the relationality of spatiality and
textuality. Through a spatial reading of Hilal Chouman’s novel, this study revisits
the concepts of spatiality and textuality. Such reconsideration is paramount,
specifically amidst the recent conjectures in spatiality—literary studies in the Arab
world and beyond, with the emphasis on the specificity of the Arab experience.

Keywords: Spatiality, Textuality, Literary Geography, Literary Cartography/ Map,
Spatial Literary Studies.
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(1) Gayatri Chakravotry Spivak, "Megacity," Grey Room, no. 1 (2000), pp. 8-25.
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(4) Robert Tally Jr., Spatiality (London: Routledge, 2013); Barney Ward & Santa Arias (eds.), The Spatial Turn:
Interdisciplinary Perspectives (London: Routledge, 2009); Robert Tally Jr., Geocritical Explorations: Space, Place, and
Mapping in Literary and Cultural Studies (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011); Kevin R. McNamara (ed.), The
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(8) Vernon W. Cisney & Nicole Morar (eds.), Biopower: Foucault and Beyond (Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press, 2016).

(9) Lefebvre, The Production of Space.
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(69) Lefebvre, Critique of Everyday Life.

(70) Asef Bayat, Life as Politics: How Ordinary People Change the Middle East (Amsterdam: Amsterdam University
Press, 2010), p. 63.
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