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The Sailing Scribe: Mansur Al-Khariji and the Oceanic
Worlds of the Gulf

oda s Sgtigl Lol 3 Loy e I GBI il 8l sl aS : sl
«(1954-1879) sl wal ol cp ) gmare ¢y S B dl LS. ) Ayl
Sas digll oy Sl b sl Bl e (U1 (6 S Jll GBLESELY
3:->’LJ|J}>QUG>-W¢3&)LK{J>UZMMWTL§JJ\ Q@JL&J\L%M)
ol Ll dnd bl ) BLSL e 31 denlicdl Wl radly cdleleolly
chdi A Slsadl o Boie S Jas dip b o s puall sl
LS o Joladl IS ay L sbigll Lamally il dalae sl o b sl

oI Gl alpn ) @3 (6 (Lo b LG Lulyll ol

30t g cgngdl Bammall Wlo o pall il ()b el 2l il i bie lals
Abstract: How did Gulf nakhudas (pearling boat captain) produce the routes
they traversed around the Indian Ocean? This article draws on the writings of
one Kuwaiti nakhuda, Mansur bin Ibrahim Al-Khariji (1879-1954) to explore
theintellectual labour that made movement and circulation in the Gulf and Indian
Ocean possible. His manuscript, which he produced after a long sailing career,
includes notes on navigation, on transactions, and on the political geographies he
traversed, together with stanzas of poetry. His notes shed light on the workings
of aworld in motion — of institutions and ideas that animated circulation around
the Gulf and Indian Ocean. Through engagement with Al-Khariji’s writings, this
article offers reflections on a nautical world that has been pushed to the margins
of aterrestrially moored historiography.

Keywords: History, Gulf, Indian Ocean World, Dhow, Nakhudas.
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