=
13 9 ‘% DOl podylwioll
: omran https://doi.org/10.31430/DSKGI350

*Henri Leridon | (J924)q) (510
**Translated by Mada Shuraiki | %) 1) 530 Ao

g Al WA
alall Yoadlégolsn)l Wiy Ja

Fertility Theories:
Are Demographers Neutral?

Gl LG5 ey BW I 0 Dypaiell Ll 305 Lulpll o 2 pasels
Sl O Jbdly (2014) Dgeasedl @bk Ol g far e OUS yad dnizes
SR S INE (D S (SR RS S S N SN ST CAW
S b p sl F NI S 2Ll ] 3 5 2V ol o BB e sl
OAN J sl Lolozm V1 o el 8595 o Y & oaell (e &b L5 el oy
aly Loy il Qs b Laysl s Ul e saudl Jpdl (315 . ke s
OF s Bt &b ,8 ge0d Ol Hagb JI cislasly delar] oY o e
oda Jo s pall Blas 3 ode Bl Ldme £33 g il &5 bl 6 gt llS
S il e g Bl o gladly sLas¥l plez VI ey Lo ol s 5N sl
LN (M3 m s ok Bl Slslae ks 3o A L pedl OF 855La e
Lo Gife &5 o Lo s o) L3S Lo Lajlzel WSO s o s LT )
i gares N o o gl S edn (5,8 (S cpsd) & pnat ol
il oMl cololas VI Calises 0 ol Laidly 381 J1 o guaddl 0 85l
- slel gl ool ol Ly

SPLPTONE B coliaasdl sux O Sl o (& pas 1dlias wlalS
Abstract: This article retraces the history of fertility theories as illustrated by
23 founding texts grouped together in a single volume Les théories de la

fécondité (2014). Until recently, no reliable statistics were available for the
analysis of fertility behaviours, which were treated rather as a question of
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philosophy, morals, political science or religion. It was not until the birth
of the social sciences in the nineteenth century that the first real theories of
fertility started to emerge. At that time, the demographic transition in Europe
and the accompanying social and economic transformations gave rise to
New demographic behaviours for which a theoretical framework was needed.
Many New disciplineswerebroughtinto play, includinganthropol ogy, sociol ogy,
economics, political science and psychology. Paradoxically, demographers
were slow to develop theoretical approaches, doubtless because the discipline
first made its name as a quantitative science. Indeed, no overarching, generally
acknowledged theory of fertility has yet been developed. These different
approaches are illustrated through a series of pioneering texts. They present
theories drawn from a wide range of disciplines and include analyses from the
perspectives of birth control and gender.

Keywords: Fertility, Theories of Population, Multidisciplinary, Demographic
Behaviour.
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