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The Drought Years: The Forgotten Economic
Transformations in Gulf History
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Abstract: This article discusses a significant phase of transformation in the
history of trade in the Gulf and the Indian Ocean, resulting from the expansion
of World War |1 into the passages and ports of the Indian Ocean. The countries
in the region suffered from the policies imposed by Britain, which sought to
introduce austerity measures to the traditional system in an effort to mitigate
the widespread economic and socia instability at that time. These British
interventions challenged the economic system in the Gulf and the Arabian
Peninsula, marking a turning point from pearl-to oil-based economies. This

transformative period spans approximately a decade, starting from the mid—
World War Il era until the early 1950s.

Keywords: World War 11, Austerity Measures, Pearling, Gulf, Indian Ocean.
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(36) "Telegram from the Secretary of State for India to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf," 12 January 1944,
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Paul Kingston, Britain and the Politics of Modernization in the Middle East, 1945-1958 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2002), pp. 12-27.
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(38) "Notes by the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf in Bushire," 12 February 1944, File 29/3 1 Food Supplies — Food
Control and Rationing and General, IOR/R/15/2/766, QDL.

(39) Eckart Woertz, Oil for Food: The Global Food Crisis and the Middle East (Oxford: Oxford Academic, 2013),
pp. 35-62.



47 e gtulog cnyy=ll aulall Ayli end dadi Alwls :alall Gpha | gald wla
‘;2)"(" aall (b unia ralnidl Jgai hadll clgia
b omran

Sl e el T e 005 5alls 0530 sedl oY 3a o (U5 s L el 0 550 p0
5aelly Ll Lol ol (Y iy by . Sdly Cosodl Y1 0lS,0 el (Gl b

(g3ladly ela! A TR e L;T G”J.AJ\ St O .,\.@..:.irj (ol Ay
o il o sl a1 gk 56 Slas] b el Bla 1 anadl i OF il
A e 1 el OBLA) ) I Ll L iiatdl b Setanad ] (g3LaY) i) 0

RIS RN PPN ]

3l O Laslis dii ) sl 3 it Sl Gy guall a5l 0 oS o5 3 5m
Ol dm sy ezl LalasVly delan ¥l Oy bl el L 1ohalas Ul cpila
e B B e A1 Bl oSl bl PREIN oy L glal Sl
Sl Jadll Sl sl dilate 3 caill Slabw o Ol Lakie s 5V pladl
b5 p3las Osdoeedl QLN st cnlaloadl oda ks ds 33501 e W31 sLasY)

LI bl jais Hsll e Sl slaBVl Al o
3\ galls &3ladVl iVl we etk S5 o3 Al s OF 6 21 ) el g e OS5
G 35S Yss oM a1 G0l sadll S0 b fgo g a8 Aikaal B
e Sy oS elaally ol Ll O ) i)y andis ae J20 a5V
el I LS ety (s IS 3 2l B Lo e L] IM o Il 1315 e

gV Ol 05l ;01 O s sendl £ 58 o V1G] el S50 sl 15 3 Lois s
el Ll sl (3 dnnl ) (g lmall S5 o5 1 B 0oms OIS el ST e,
S 83 sdomall Aaladl 5,801 ST W5 e pdaas o OIS W1l B e s )sadl el O]
Ul syl 15y el e JAN Y] A B ST el g senad Lasl 3T s
By Sdls YD oo L LWNT AR sl padl S5 5 Loy (B85 LlS pllita] didaed|
O pms Lelal OIS laie J] £l indly b Lojlos &5l lows 3505 5,50 <518 (U

o2 A8 3505l e B Dle (2,15 5l

sda 1535 ) pllay I s gl agd pie (B 0SS IS 5,0SU1 (6 AV & prall L
Gl cp s Aol dnlndly B3las ] GBI SIS b L idowadl 05380 colul]
Ll n)lge LA slas C&"J‘ sl 5 LA delaN) Ly J1 e 0K e
gl Slslan (63l 5 peall Ll SIS e el g AL e | sl
JS 0581 1518 cagil po dlos o O sdonedl pBod1 o Lo« L punlondl o)) sl
oS Bedil w1 el e IS Slte Bls Jo O pteny 15 o o Al (o JBY

alsses g 2]



Issue 50 - Volume 13 / 13 alaoll - 50 aasll = 48
Autumn 2024 (oA \;boi—
omran

(sl lalas & el dadall s aghed e 15 e il ) s peadl e ) O 2
£ a b (G jaas el slael e 0yl ey Ll by pls e Dow LY
DS oae wlead Al ¢ umuaﬂmu,wy,:m&w&f‘cs\;\g o]zl
«lslde) L;\ 035 o cpaloeadl OELIN o il Jj JiSay Bt IS e daldl VJU}H
LS sl el b 3praall (g Al O LslasYiy Lelozs Yl CL&)Y\ BPES RS AR

sl 5yl by J) cdalanadl B catadl dwlew cols Il oda ) sadll ax sl @35
O seloendl DL AT 1942 ple 0 S0 2y s - ol e 536 slasl Ol b b L
s8I Sl sl 35 sht 8T O il e O 2o AWl 3 oS a8 e
o= ol el A OB wls sl s anall Sl sall 3 B OIS &1 Y cdaie s
u.a.ud}} %;’Ua._gf J._de&))b ﬁjﬁ JBT) %;auglf d)}wﬁ oJWSTLA}A‘) cz&\.‘».a &gl
g O gar"s tall QST 1L ) OF eyl il gl ped Al 31N (631
Bl e oslital ¢ Y1 e L) (63 o b candy dolomadl T J) AT 05 58T Loy

195 SN ¢l gl s

3lpedl ilSs Mo ol e (1942 ple s ¢ Shum O &) pdoeadl ORI am JB
P JEPRCI e PP [ Y ES [ PN VY I P PR Y Y RV S JEPRN P g [ R PN
iaaly slanl (U5 SIS bl Sd B liodl Al Al SLoSUl s o 2Bl O
.wm&b&w\}ﬁqVJ‘ﬁjﬁ\Wyﬁbsbwwﬂ\M\C)&MJ\Z)T%;:&LA
Glaall B a8 ) Cpdl e g5 sa (SRe el o sl O L Bledl
Sl B oy (I A SV 0y ¥ ol o Sab o i LS Cmy
SN gaad milin (1 OF Cylay o el ons OY ¢ S el VI 6l g lads
W1 g2l

sl ol s O s dlaiall 3 paadl sale) BLis worl 5 J] i) Al 3
S el o BN paadisle] e o aal asls Lol ¢ Sl sedl e 3 3
ULSﬂWJ&mJ‘C)yJGﬁML@‘éfJ M;L@jﬁ“f}%‘;X}ﬁ)}bu&L@
ol e b il 1 ol ol lani b s \JJ\QB-M\)A;J&Y\
ol ol SN T el e U355 ] e Bl ) el 3 pmg s ikt l) LN L b ke
IS AN S gradl J] sl das o ol elgml s ol Mgl L g3LaVl pladl 5, 5
Apalas¥l 2V Clos e dilanedl O (Sany WJs el J3 s b e

(40) "Memorandum from the Political Agent in Sharjah to the Political Agent in Bahrain."
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(42) "Intelligence Summary of the Political Agent in Bahrain."
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