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Sudan’s War of Words and Bullets:
A Digital Ethnographic Analysis of the 15 April War
Discourse 2023
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Abstract: The article examines the relationship between discourse and the
ongoing war in Sudan, which began on 15 April 2023, between the Sudanese
Armed Forces and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF). It employs digital
ethnography as a tool for data collection and description in conjunction with
critical discourse analysis. It finds that discourse surrounding the April War
is of a binary nature and shares a reciprocal relationship with the war itself.
This relationship is rooted in the instrumentalization of factors such as cultural
diversity, linguistic plurality, and ethnic distinctions in Sudan toward achieving
military objectives — while disregarding the psychological and social impacts of
mobilization strategies.
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Chad," Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, SIPRI (March 2025).



1 17 — GAlwlps
\
\—)2)4- 2023 Jupi /gluuti gpa piie gualall ups wllaal gras) nolyégii] Julai :glagull cns alinpllg cilalsil Jlaw
h omran

33U 5 Loy 2ol ozl e300 3 b o Alslanadl A3l o) 2l Bale] o5 e s 433
AT N B o 515 AT g o WIS o b s s aal U 5

A Wb ety cOllasd guadl Lol s L J1 Ui e N1 ol sl e dul,lll coazel
S B Geal o 2 1 e ol 0L o Gl (B o3 ) sl Jolidl (gl
Sl 3T ey p il it oI 3]s Legd O W s i el 5oY) oda e
oany IS 13] e uSTI ez o5 ol 1 o1 e e slanedl o oMo bl b ol
Slsle e ol USge Sle pames gt Ladite e oo a8 5T Lol blasdl ol
Sy dpdoatl] JU oo Glows 5,8l Alad o b 8315 wbliny Laased w55 LS 25 &0 5
Dlae s dalod) g p 55 OF Sy AN 51 L3l BN S o Sllasdd gl ol
obj-cﬁb\”ﬁuﬁy-u;ﬁgm‘upfd‘@gLAB\yuﬁ;,acpm?Y\
w5 ol ki) Osdm o ool Ollast Oty ped Sl il Sl el 2318
Gladl lelsY s ool yall) el eMe V1 Jslus 3 dobs oI LTS ) Sl g5 5
Sl gbom b gas coms 55 a3 sl el sale] 5 ool Ollast 2] 3 (&) -0 &A1

e wlul s

Voo s 03 L] J 58l ey a8 1 Aldoedl 5 dmgradl 5ol g ) 3L
Jol s Jolas B o3 I o ol Cllasdl feliny i ilgre Sl s o Il 8 i syt Y

O oSy s Sla b5 isladll s & 5aldd) ol il b gl o ol ollasdl o elozr Y|
Sl 36 Ly S0 I Cllass L sl sy ol Gody OT ol g ool Cllas el

T ol elgml dm Lo a3 3 ¢ ginally sdaiedl peloza V1 el 3 o )

References E\a_lj-oJl

Ayl
G315 gl 85801 3 8Ll 5 oarl) sy il gl (pigedl o™ L apl ) el 03
(2024 s 5) 48 301 (12 e .3l e ."(2019-2018)

J,«O ."O‘A}M.H gfe U’?‘@J‘ | o] Q‘Yﬁd 3..,}14...4.4 3.;.“.3.‘1)\ BJZ.%" L;LG Cl;;“ e (J.o?-i
(2024 £2) 47 saall (12 =

-2003) dsllai 848 J| wlids oo tdils ol C’J‘”’H V&JJ\ <l 58" sl e g sl (gl
1 -2021/8/17 .ol Al sy BloeDU o all S adl L6 03, . el il Jolows (2018
https://tinyurl.com/vnwpbsb9

Lilu Il wlal s 3 Lgleladaanl s dns) Y1 L2 SN g Ole Jlde s allall ¢ yara
(2022 4555 /01 ) 4 5017 o PO Wy | FETPE A PRCH W PRTU | OO | - N VR e |



lssue 53 - Volume 14 | 14 alaoll - 53 aa=ll = 1 1 8
Summer 2025 Loun \;2)@-(—
omran

Slasdl LKad Ylms ad Il sliadll 1o rall 3 A8l eV S ol sl (5l 2
(2024 6122) 47 3201 (12 a0l o ralgld ]l

Lfl; g.)fnu wl.:wj\ g.)Lb;H :U!.S L59 2..»\)3 g.)_)> W\JL»‘ QSJWYV‘ .S ga>wn ‘éﬁ:a.”
1(2013) 55 saall .3 el dmalor — p ghall 1> 448 Aos "(2006 5. 52 /5 503) OL

LM‘M‘é\jﬂjb\ﬁ)ﬁ‘@)}\uﬂ\ubw" U’J&Mu\.wcﬁ)\.o&
e 10Le) 2 5al1 22 s plall gl g el Blomall o b> Aol

o 5 S s daxr 5 lianased] Badans dedie tollasdly L ) N1 LT 05 clils OB
2023 colaledl dul 53 5 Sl W oyl 58 el i g o fam 51 AT 5

1971 oS Zils pdl Il s sb 31 s gl B3 58 G, - pem Il e ¢ SN

4 >0 42@ %;GL«‘J:-Y‘ U:SA:J‘ ﬂm .":\.Q:g-,‘;s‘ @&Zb )JJQJ\ 6).@4&" u‘u ‘L“SJ'.’-J';
(2020 a3 1 5Y1 0 515)

2023%};/)}»«)6)@\ uﬁubu‘;f 8] 25 "b‘éﬂ‘w‘a\jﬂ\"

Ao il VL leladly Sl 0l sl B glall” elond cpll e
(2024 4y /SN0 518) 1 saall (46 i AN Ll

Sl ol 38 0l 1 e Fmsll) gyl bl 5 R sglls A1) s sk
2013 clulodl duly5 5

Qi
Abu Hasabu, Afaf. Factional Conflict in the Sudanese Nationalist Movement 1918—
1948. Khartoum: The Graduate College University of Khartoum, 1985.

Agha, Asif. Language and Social Relations. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2007.

Blackburn, Robert M. Jennifer Jarman & Bradley Brook. "The Puzzle of Gender
Segregation and Inequality: A Cross—National Analysis." European Sociological
Review. vol. 16, no. 2 (2000).

Bourhrous, Amal et al. "Through Their Eyes, Experiences of Displaced Sudanese
Women and Girls in Eastern Chad." Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.
SIPRI (March 2025).

Chiluwa, Innocent. Discourse Analysis and Conflict Studies. Thousand Oaks: SAGE
Publications, 2019.



1 1 9 — GAlwlps
\
\—)2)4- 2023 Jupi /gluuti gpa piie gualall ups wllaal gras) nolyégii] Julai :glagull cns alinpllg cilalsil Jlaw
h omran

Cicourel, Aaron V. "Language as a Variable in Social Research." Sociological Focus.
vol. 3, no. 2 (Winter 1969-1970).

Defranza, David. Himanshu Mishra & Arul Mishra. "How Language Shapes Prejudice
Against Women: An Examination Across 45 World Languages." Journal of Personality
and Social Psychology. vol. 119, no. 1 (February 2020).

Drid, Thouria. "Discourse Analysis: Key Concepts and Perspectives." Al-Athar. vol. 9
(May 2010).

Emike, John. Joel lyiola & Ofeh Augustine. "Language in Conflict Resolution in Africa:
The Discourse Strategies." American Research Journal of English and Literature.
vol. 3, no. 1 (2017).

Fairclough, Norman. Language and power. New York: Longman, 1989.

Fasold, Ralph W. (ed.). 4An Introduction to Language and Linguistics. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2006.

Foucault, Michel. The History of Sexuality. vol. 1: An Introduction, English Translation.
New York: Random, 1978.

Gygax, PM et al. "A Language Index of Grammatical Gender Dimensions to Study the
Impact of Grammatical Gender on the Way We Perceive Women and Men." Frontiers
Psychology. vol. 10 (2019).

Hassen, Rukya. "Discourse as Medium of Knowledge: Transmission of Knowledge by
Transmission of Discourse People Live." Journal of Education and Practice. vol. 6,
no. 31 (2015).

Irvine, Judith T. & Susan Gal. "Language Ideology and Linguistic Differentiation."
Regimes of language: Ideology, Politics and Identities. vol. 81 (2000).

Jahan, Israt. "The Impact of Gendered Language on Our Communication and Perception
Across Contexts and Domains." Journal of Language and Linguistic Studies. vol. 17,
no. 4 (2021).

Mafu, Lucas. "Discourse Structures, Weaponization of Language and Ethiopia’s Civil
War." Sage Open. vol. 14, no. 3 (2024).

Reid, Scott A. & Sik Hung Ng. "Language, Power, and Intergroup Relations." Journal
of Social Issues. vol. 55, no. 1 (1999).

Stanfield, John Hans. Rethinking Race and Ethnicity in Research Methods. London,
Routledge, 2011.

Tracy, Karen (ed.). The International Encyclopedia of Language and Social Interaction.
vol. 1: A-D. Wiley Blackwell, 2015.

Van Dijk, Teun Adrianus. Discourse and Power. New York: Palgrave Macmillan,
2008.

. The Handbook of Discourse Analysis. West Sussex: John Wiley & Sons Inc,
2015.





