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Social Media and Surveillance: An Anthropological
Study of Moroccan Digital Lives
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Abstract: This article explores the concept of digital surveillance in the context
of digital freedom and the right to privacy. It uncovers new dimensions of digital
surveillance sanctioned by social media users in their search for recognition. The
article adopts an anthropological approach, conducting an analytical-interpretive
study of the digital lives of a sample of Moroccan social media users. It finds
that the more an individual engages in digital activities, the tighter their space
for privacy becomes and the more their perception of digital freedom changes
in light of the ethical constraints associated with the use of digital spaces. The
ongoing digitization of public and private spaces leads individuals to internalize
the concept of digital surveillance, which becomes a mechanism for self-
censorship.

Keywords: Digital Anthropology, Recognition, Social Media, Freedom,
Surveillance.
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(61) Cal Newport, Digital Minimalism: Choosing a Focused Life in a Noisy World (New York: Portfolio/ Penguin,
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Abstract: This article critically examines the dual impact of digital technologies
on the political agency of the Coptic diaspora, emphasizing both the opportunities
and limitations posed by information and communication technologies (ICTs).
Digital platforms have enhanced diaspora visibility, resource mobilization,
and transnational activism, but they also introduce major risks, including
misinformation, censorship, and surveillance. These growing challenges have
hindered the diaspora’s ability to navigate power structures, reducing the
effectiveness of advocacy efforts. The article argues that the drawbacks of digital
activism now outweigh its initial benefits, creating New constraints on Coptic
political influence. In light of these pressures, it calls for a reassessment of how
diaspora groups can sustain activism in an increasingly hostile digital landscape.

Keywords: Coptic Diaspora, Digital Advocacy, Transnational Mobilization,
Social Movement Theory, Surveillance.
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Toward a Pharmaceutical Anthropology in Morocco:
The Biography of Aureomycin from Physical
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Abstract: To discuss pharmaceutical anthropology requires moving beyond the
traditional distinction between folk remedies and standard modern medicines,
toward studying them all the same way. The biographical approach to objects
helps in understanding the various transformations and interactions that govern a
medicine in a given temporal and social context. This article traces the life story
of Aureomycin in Morocco, from the contexts in which it appeared, through
its physical production, marketing and distribution processes, and finally its
consumption. It becomes evident that the medicine is not used in the way that
producers expect; rather, it is subjected to the logic of "pharmaceutical heretics"
who treat Aureomycin as folk medicine and part of new, intermediary treatment
process — one that is neither wholly modern nor traditional.

Keywords: Pharmaceutical Anthropology, Biography of Medicine, Aureomycin,
Cultural Reinterpretation, Morocco.
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Sudan’s War of Words and Bullets:
A Digital Ethnographic Analysis of the 15 April War
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Abstract: The article examines the relationship between discourse and the
ongoing war in Sudan, which began on 15 April 2023, between the Sudanese
Armed Forces and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF). It employs digital
ethnography as a tool for data collection and description in conjunction with
critical discourse analysis. It finds that discourse surrounding the April War
is of a binary nature and shares a reciprocal relationship with the war itself.
This relationship is rooted in the instrumentalization of factors such as cultural
diversity, linguistic plurality, and ethnic distinctions in Sudan toward achieving
military objectives — while disregarding the psychological and social impacts of
mobilization strategies.

Keywords: War, Sudan, Digital Ethnography, Power, Discourse.
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The Impact of the Israeli War on the Palestinian
Economy in the Gaza Strip: The Challenges of
Economic Recovery

b @obat¥l bLadl 3 sl ol S6 e G5l )l Gy 1 sl
(g Snrll Slazegll 308 ooy Lol e 1L € b0 Bk pini s 558 pllad
5SS b Aol dealuadly ¢ Joadl 5Ll e, (galai¥l plladll sl (oo
(bl I SR a1 plamil N aws sy adlly (el e¥ne J] Bl
Sl psgie BN o xSl B S g,V s, ) a5
DleeYl ssle] Whuss JI Bl cagrl 5 Al Ohasdly §1,5 50 aanb 5 g5l
or 1308 =5 o egalas¥l pladl Gt & pllaadl el dngd e 5 e

A ol ol
Sl e@olas¥l bLadl comdl T 56 plad o dandidll LoVl riliie wlols
NTE WS

Abstract: This report examines the impact of the Israeli war on the economy
in Gaza the challenges facing economic recovery. It identifies the impact of the
aggression on economic activity according to indicators such as the scope of
destruction based on the number of military offensives, the extent of economic
sector losses, and decline in GDP and its makeup by sector. It also considers
rates of unemployment, poverty, and food insecurity and the significant rise in
prices. In the second part, the report reviews the concept of economic recovery,
its indicators, and the challenges facing recovery and reconstruction. Finally, the
report provides an overview of the interventions required to achieve economic
recovery, then presents a number of relevant recommendations.

Keywords: Palestinian Economy, Gaza Strip, Effects of War, Economic Activity,
Economic Recovery.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

(Annex l)
Ethical Guidelines for Publication in Omran

The editorial board of Omran upholds the confidentiality and the objectivity the
peer review process. The peer review process is anonymized, with editors selecting
referees for specific manuscripts based on a set of pre—determined, professional
criteria. In where two reviewers cannot agree on the value of a specific manuscript,
a third peer reviewer will be selected.

Omran relies on a network of experienced, pre—selected peer reviewers who are
current in their respective fields.

Ompran adopts a well-defined internal organization with clear duties and obligations
to be fulfilled by the editorial board.

Disclosure: With the exception of the editor in charge of the editing process
(normally the Editor—in—Chief or designated deputies), neither the editors, nor the
peer reviewers, are allowed to discuss the manuscript with third parties, including
the author. Information or ideas obtained in the course of the reviewing and editing
processes and must be treated in confidence and must never be used for personal
financial or other gain.

When deemed necessary based on the reviewers’ reports, the journal may offer
researchers methodological, technical and other assistance in order to improve the
quality of their submissions.

The editors of Omran are committed to notifying the authors of all submitted
pieces of the acceptance or otherwise of their manuscripts for publication. In cases
where the editors of Omran reject a manuscript, the author will be informed of the
reasons for doing so.

Omran is committed to providing quality professional copy editing, proof reading
and online publishing services.

Impartiality: The editors and the reviewers evaluate manuscripts for their intellectual
and academic merit, without regard to race, ethnicity, gender, religious beliefs or
political views of the authors.

Conlflicts of interest: Editors and peer reviewers should not consider manuscripts
in which there is a conflict of interests resulting from competitive, collaborative
or other relationships or connections with any of the authors, companies, or
institutions connected to the papers.

Confidentiality: Unpublished data obtained through peer review must be kept
confidential and cannot be used for personal research.

Intellectual property and copyright: The ACRPS retains copyright to all articles
published in its peer reviewed journals. The articles may not be published
elsewhere fully or partially, in Arabic or in another language without an explicit
written authorization from the ACRPS.

The editorial board of Omran fully respects intellectual property when translating
and publishing an article published in a foreign journal, and will seek the right to
translate and publish any work from the copyright holder before proceeding to do so.
Omran does not make payments for manuscripts published in the journal, and all
authors and researchers are exempt from publication fees.
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—Michael Pollan, The Omnivore s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New York:
Penguin, 2006), pp. 99-100.

— Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Love in the Time of Cholera, Edith Grossman (trans.) (London:
Cape, 1988), pp. 242-55.

In quotes not immediately following the reference: Pollan, p. 31.

Where there are several references by the same author, add a short title: Pollan, Omnivore s
Dilemma, p. 31.

In quotes immediately following the reference: Ibid., p. 32.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

— Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New
York: Penguin, 2006.

For books by three or more authors, in the note, list only the first author, followed by et al.:

— Michael Gibbons et al., The New Production of Knowledge: The Dynamics of Science
and Research in Contemporary Societies (London: Sage, 1994), pp. 220-221.

In later quotes: Gibbons et al., p. 35.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

— Michael Gibbons et al. The New Production of Knowledge: The Dynamics of Science
and Research in Contemporary Societies. London: Sage, 1994.

ll- Periodicals

Author’s name, "article title," journal title, volume number, issue number (Month/
season Year), page numbers.

— Joshua I. Weinstein, "The Market in Plato’s Republic," Classical Philology, no. 104
(2009), p. 440.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

— Weinstein, Joshua 1. "The Market in Plato’s Republic." Classical Philology. no. 104
(2009).

lll- Articles in a Newspaper or Popular Magazine
N.B. Cited only in footnotes, not in the references/bibliography. Example:

— Ellen Barry, "Insisting on Assad’s Exit Will Cost More Lives, Russian Says,"
The New York Times, 29/12/2012.

IV- Electronic Resources

When quoting electronic resources on websites, please include all the following:
Author’s name (if available), "The article or report title," series name (if available),
website’s name, date of publication (if available), accessed on 9/8/2016, at: http://www...
The full link to the exact page should be included. Please use an URL Shortener (Bitly)
or (Google Shortner). Example:

— John Vidal, "Middle East faces water shortages for the next 25 years, study says,"
The Guardian, 27/8/2015, accessed on 31/10/2015, at: http://bit.ly/2k97TWxw

— Policy Analysis Unit—-ACRPS, "President Trump: An Attempt to Understand the

Background," Assessment Report, The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies,
accessed on 10/11/2016, at: http://bit.ly/2j36v5S
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1v.

V1.

Vil.

Viii.

IX.

All research papers submitted for consideration must adopt the referencing
guidelines adopted by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (See
Appendix I for a complete guide to the reference style used across all of our
journals).

All submitted works must fall within the broad scope of Omran, including
economics, demographics, and environmental science.

Book reviews of between 2,800 and 3,000 words in length will be considered
for submission to the journal, provided that the book covers a topic which
falls within the scope of the journal and within the reviewer’s academic
specialization and/or main areas of research. Reviews are accepted for books
written in any language, provided they have been published in the previous
three years. Book reviews are subject to the same quality standards which
apply to research papers.

Ompran carries a special section devoted to discussions of a specific theme
which is a matter of current debate within the social sciences. These essays
must be between 2,800 and 3,000 words in length. They are subject to the
same refereeing standards as research papers.

All submissions are to be between 6,000 and 8,000 words in length, inclusive
of a bibliography, footnotes, appendices and the caption texts on images. The
editors retain the right to publish longer pieces at their discretion. Research
papers should be submitted typed on "Word". The Arabic text should be in the
same font and not several fonts, and the English text should only be in "Times
New Roman" font. Accordingly, the Arabic text should be in one single font
totally different from the unified English font.

All diagrams, charts, figures and tables must be provided in a format
compatible with either Microsoft Office’s spreadsheet software (Excel) or
Microsoft Office’s word processing suite (Word), alongside high-resolution
images. Charts will not be accepted without the accompanying data from
which they were produced.

4. The peer review process for Omran and for all journals published by the ACRPS is
conducted in the strictest confidence. Two preliminary readers are selected from a
short list of approved reader—reviewers. In cases where there is a major discrepancy
between the first two readers in their assessment of the paper, the paper will be
referred to a third reviewer. The editors will notify all authors of a decision either
to publish, publish after modifications, or to decline to publish, within two months
of the receipt of the first draft.

5. The editorial board of Omran adheres to a strict code of ethical conduct, which has
the clearest respect for the privacy and the confidentiality of authors (cf. Annex II).

1.

ii.

The sequencing of publication for articles accepted for publication follows
strictly technical criteria.

Omran does not make payments for articles published in the journal, nor does
it accept payment in exchange for publication.

(Annex )
Footnotes and Bibliography

I- Books

Author’s name, 7Title of Book, Edition (Place of publication: Publisher, Year of publication),
page number.
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Omran is a quarterly, peer reviewed academic journal dedicated to the social sciences
and published by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (ISSN: 2305-2473).
First published in the summer of 2012, Omran is overseen by an academic editorial
board composed of experts as well as an actively engaged board of international
advisers. Publication in Omran is governed by a strict code of ethics which guides the
relationship between the editorial staff and contributors.

The name of the journal evokes Ibn Khaldun’s concept of ilm al Omran, often viewed
as a precursor to the social sciences. Born out of the perceived methodological and
functional crises faced by the social sciences and humanities during an era of massive
social transformations sweeping through the Arab region, Omran aims to establish for
itself a distinct identity among prominent Arab journals and periodicals, as a journal/
project aspiring to build new intellectual trends and schools of thought. It thus seeks to
bring about a qualitative leap in its multidisciplinary field (encompassing anthropology,
sociology, social history, political science, political economy, population sciences,
environment, and development studies), espousing in this an integrated interdisciplinary
approach. It views freedom as the guiding principle and ultimate goal of the social
sciences, since freedom is the essence of thought, which is also the essence of humanity.

Submission to and publication in Omran is governed by the following guidelines:

1. Only original work which is submitted exclusively for publication within the
journal is accepted. No work which has been previously published fully or in part
will be considered for publication in Omran. Similarly, no work which substantially
resembles any other work published in either print or electronic form, or submitted
to a conference other than the conferences held by the ACRPS will be considered
for publication.

2. Submissions must be accompanied by a curriculum vitae (CV) of the author, in
both Arabic and English.

3. All submissions must include the following elements:

i. A title in both Arabic and English together with the author’s institutional
affiliation.

ii.  An abstract, ranging between 100 words in length, in both Arabic and English
as well as a list of keywords. The abstract must explicitly and clearly spell out
the research problematic, the methodologies used, and the main conclusions
arrived at.

iii.  The research paper must include the following elements: specification of
the research problematic; significance of the topic being studied; statement
of thesis; a review of literature emphasizing gaps or limitations in previous
analysis; a description of the research methodology; hypothesis and conceptual
framework; bibliography.
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Arab Center for Research & Policy Studies

The Arab Center for Research and Policy
Studies is an independent social sciences and
humanities institute that conducts applied
and theoretical research seeking to foster
communication between Arab intellectuals
and specialists and global and regional
intellectual hubs. The ACRPS achieves
this objective through consistent research,
developing criticism and tools to advance
knowledge, while establishing fruitful links
with both Arab and international research
centers.

The Center encourages a resurgence of
intellectualism in Arab societies, committed
to strengthening the Arab nation. It works
towards the advancement of the latter based
onthe understanding that development cannot
contradict a people’s culture and identity, and
that the development of any society remains
impossible if pursued without an awareness
of its historical and cultural context, reflecting
its language(s) and its interactions with other
cultures.

The Center works therefore to promote
systematic and rational, scientific research-
based approaches to understanding issues
of society and state, through the analysis
of social, economic, and cultural policies.
In line with this vision, the Center conducts
various academic activities to achieve
fundamental goals. In addition to producing
research papers, studies and reports, the
center conducts specialized programs and
convenes conferences, workshops, training
sessions, and seminars oriented to specialists
as well as to Arab public opinion. It publishes
peer-reviewed books and journals and many
publications are available in both Arabic and
English to reach a wider audience.

The Arab Center, established in Doha in
autumn 2010 with a publishing office in Beirut,
has since opened three additional branches
in Tunis, Washington and Paris, and founded
both the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic
and the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies.
The ACRPS employs resident researchers
and administrative staff in addition to hosting
visiting researchers, and offering sabbaticals
to pursue full time academic research.
Additionally, it appoints external researchers
to conduct research projects.

Through these endeavours the Center
contributes to directing the regional research
agenda towards the main concerns and
challenges facing the Arab nation and citizen
today.
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DOHA INSTITUTE
FOR GRADUATE STUDIES

The Doha Institute for Graduate Studies (DlI)
is an independent institute for learning and
research in the fields of Social Sciences,
Public
Development Economics in Doha.

Humanities, Administration and

Through its academic programs and the
research activities of its professors, the Dl aims
to achieve its mission of contributing to the
formation of a new generation of academics
and intellectually independent researchers
who are proficient in international scholarship
standards and modern interdisciplinary
research methodologies ard tools, and
leading professionals who can advance
human knowledge and respond to the needs
of the Arab region;, resulting in social, cultural
and intellectual development.

The institute seeks to establish an intellectual
hub that will benefit the Arab’ region in
particular. The Institute supports academic
research that deals with Arab issues, in an
atmosphere of institutional and intellectual
freedom.

The Institute works in cooperation with the
Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies
and the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic
Language to facilitate its students and
faculty members in their research of the most
important current issues related to the Arab
world and the wider international community.
The involvement of students in the most
important research projects is at the heart of
the Institute's interests.

The Institute adopts Arabic as its official and
primary language for education and research.
English serves as an accompaniment
to Arabic, with both languages used in

presenting and research.
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