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Abstract: This article reviews the existing literature on the economic costs of
the Israeli occupation for the Palestinian people from 1948-2022, in order to
build a methodology that can estimate the total cost. The study proposes three
methodologies of estimation: aggregation, counterfactual, and occupation gains,
whereby the methodology selection is contingent on the economic variables under
estimation. Updating the cost estimates from previous studies reveals that Israel
has gained between $955bn and $1.707tn from its settlements and occupation of
the West Bank and East Jerusalem from 2000-2022. Estimating the losses incurred
during the 1948 Nakba in 2022, the paper shows an increase from $3bn to $719bn
in material losses.

Keywords: Cost of Occupation, Economic Losses, Research Methodologies,
Settlement Project.
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44.06 24.53 11.4 705.37 215.88 2006
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World Bank Group, "World Development Indicators," accessed on 27/9/2025, at: https://acr.ps/1L9BPuz;
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(51) The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), "Input-Output Tables," accessed on
13/7/2025, at: https://bit.ly/3TCYxkw

(52) Thijs Ten Raa, The Economics of Input—QOutput Analysis (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006); Seyit
Kerimkhulle et al. "The Use Leontief Input-Output Model to Estimate the Resource and Value Added." Paper
Presented at 2022 International Conference on Smart Information Systems and Technologies (SIST), Kazakhstan,
28-30/4/2022.
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