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Research in a Time of Great Darkness: Sociological
and Anthropological Approaches to War and Genocide

("@'B Jﬁ)\ (,JL,J\ < JWLMJ\ aadly LYy Ol ol suall 1 sl ¢ pasede
u"’d'U""} 43}&4).“ CL;\ .Ia)ﬂ) 4.&\.4)..;-.}“ oL}J\J&uﬁbﬁJ\ ol L@.‘M‘fj‘ 4..@&.“
oVl ol Cae Ca u.‘,al.o.]\ HUT s JHas &Laj\ o ) il o)y (’)@"“
WJ.AJ\ M\).U\ ol 8}«4‘5 Lﬁ.\:ubj uJ>J‘ O .U.L;;H LS""DL’ Cow (.M\
s o B Lo 05 25V Lo g gl B sl N g s ol sall
Slaale Gasiiy ol OISl ,SI0Ly deadl 5 o) BT Al ) aadassy il Ll
49-}4;.5‘ g_z.x.s‘j ‘Lﬁjrj\j oLLxA.S‘ ‘\A.Sj (.M).J‘ oLaJ‘ ngfaj cobby‘ w ‘51& Cﬂj‘
czald Ligh 5l 5adl oA NLQ;-\ - el JAI\ < RS O8] 5 g Ll eLadll JH
el USG5 & el UYLy pendl s p5 55 diri 8 5 s ako
Al 2031 gl Jal 8L el ¢ bl Citall th b lalS
Abstract: This special issue examines how war, genocide, and political violence
in the Arab world reshape social life and the conditions of knowledge production.
Drawing on the notion of dark times, it describes contexts in which the legacies of
the past intersect with present violence and future possibilities, blurring boundaries
between war and its aftermath. This introductory article situates the issue within
broader shifts in sociology and anthropology, from explaining the causes and
organization of violence to examining its effects on bodies, memory, place, and
time. The contributions address struggles over labelling genocide, the militarization
of everyday life, languages of suffering and trauma, violence against funerary
spaces, medical violence, and prospects for thinking about hope and the future.

Taken together, this material understands violence as a process that reconfigures
life, relations, knowledge, and potential action.

Keywords: Political Violence, War, Genocide, Arab World, Dark Times.
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