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Post-Burial Displacement of the Dead: An
Anthropological Reading of Israeli Violence against
Cemeteries in Lebanon
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Abstract: This article examines Israeli violence against cemeteries in Lebanon
through two cases: Rawdat Shuhada’ Ainata in southern Lebanon and Al-Radouf
cemetery in Burj al-Barajneh, Beirut. It asks what happens to the dead when the
place in which they have been laid to rest is targeted after their burial. Adopting a
visual and material anthropological approach, the article draws on field observation,
interviews, photographs, archival photos, and aerial imagery. It proposes the
concept of post-burial displacement of the dead to examine the destabilization
of relations anchoring buried bodies in established funerary places, even in cases
when bodies remain in place. The comparison shows that this destabilization varies
according to the organization of funerary space and the scale of damage, and that

restabilization forms part of the history of violence against such spaces.

Keywords: Israeli Violence, Cemeteries, Funerary Space, Anthropology of Death,

Lebanon.
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(1) Walter Benjamin, "Theses on Philosophy of History," in: Walter Benjamin, /lluminations: Essays and Reflections,
Hannah Arendt (ed.), Harry Zohn (trans.) (New York: Schocken Books, 1968), p. 255.
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(4) Fred Abrahams & Daragh Murray, "Open Source Information: Part of the Puzzle,” in: Sam Dubberley, Alexa Koenig
& Daragh Murray (eds.), Digital Witness: Using Open Source Information for Human Rights Investigation,

Documentation, and Accountability (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2020), pp. 318-319; Micah Farfour, "The Role
and Use of Satellite Imagery for Human Rights Investigations," in: Dubberley, Koenig & Murray (eds.), p. 233.



Issue 58 - Volume 15 / 15 alaoll - 58 aa=ll = 112
Autumn 2026 oA \;2)01_
omran

ey wlbslgddly Lasl 2ly ) suall & JM= s Forensic Architecture d3la=l 5 ,Losll
33l c—u.;. & @3,« L}jﬂ ¢L1{ P el )UT:—L\; SJL€«>1 L@;})L&o_ﬁ U.AJJU 8}<JLA L@L{)_ﬁ
O AT slaes Gl il J] o lises 45 01

Bl s sladl Leais A ol il e wige IS 3 oVl W5 e Bsldl Lo p o3
SN 5 (oDl SLol b g 5ol a5 s . il 5By gl Aled oSl
sl o 3 bl Loy et gnas ) dodls O ppadl dadls clglaen s 3l 51 451N
Ola o e OWL) 05 vsn.aiwj L lslens 55l B all s3lanl s e 2
&\ﬂm&sﬁj\m:uu‘,ﬂaguw,u:suﬁ@‘wjlgijulggﬂ\J@.U;\wﬂm

ol

Eb o a3 Ol 515 gwd oy bty Byl odn g 5 50 OF ) Gl 1n 3 5,L5Y1 s
oS e S el BN 33 Lt g 3 505 Lot ¢ o Lo g g0 prona OF 13 il om,
oy el yl g 5b 50 I o A s sl Ao Shall s 35001 0da s
L ol Aol 22U B a0 Lond gl odin Cm Ul rgmall o 15 3 3 Lially oSl IR
02V 055 oyn cama Joladlly (g bl sladll ot 38 ol 381 ey (85l (30ls sy
O A solany B il i) dasls 5 55 B pmell oda b 3] balsliny Zhons B ms
s3laadls Slslesl 35 Les iy gl o Lo 683l a2ule Lo oy dnl | e Lin e
US| sl %;J\ Olow (b aaal 3135 e pas ¢ Je sbi] ) i Loy cidowed|
Lies La5 5 Ak o s 81 ik s Gl ) iyl 3555 . @lsedl J] 5ol
Gt gz 5 5 gadl dn o Blel o s clgilaled s (g Pl eladl & padls Laledl Y gl LT
Bl go Jo Jsamdly 2l das Jlie B pdsieio o gilsl) OL oS 5Leall E3015 colYl
Lol ol podl plaseal s g ol AT O 3 oS sLiedl elosl G 5 oS3 o dgicl

Lol gl pdig s e saall s lsledl uad s el 03
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pp. 494-495.
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(8) Arnold van Gennep, Les rites de passage (Paris: Picard, 2011), p. 21.

(9) Ibid., p. 230.

(10) Ibid., pp. 30, 33-34.

(11) Louis—Vincent Thomas, Anthropologie de la mort (Paris: Payot, 2010), pp. 67-68.
(12) Ibid., p. 399.
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2022), pp. 525-528.

(14) Ibid., pp. 539-540.
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