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The Strength of Weak Ties
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Abstract: Analysis of social networks is suggested as a tool for linking micro and
macro levels of sociological theory. The procedure is illustrated by elaboration of
the macro implications of one aspect of small-scale interaction: the strength of
dyadic ties. It is argued that the degree of overlap of two individuals’ friendship
networks varies directly with the strength of their tie to one another. The impact
of this principle on diffusion of influence and information, mobility opportunity,
and community organization is explored. Stress is laid on the cohesive power of
weak ties. Most network models deal, implicitly, with strong ties, thus confining
their applicability to small, welldefined groups. Emphasis on weak ties lends
itself to discussion of relations between groups and to analysis of segments of
social structure not easily defined in terms of primary groups.

Keywords: Social Networks, Strong Tties, Weak Tties, Egocentric Networks.
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The American Journal of Sociology, vol. 78, no. 6 (May 1973), pp. 1360-1380.
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1968), p. 112.
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Groups: Application of the small world method,» Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, vol. 15 (June 1970),
pp 101-108.
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(49) Herbert Gans, The Urban Villagers (New York: Free Press, 1962).
(50) Ibid., pp. 229-304.
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Robert Dahl, Who Governs? (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1961), pp. 192-199; L. C. Keyes, The
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(New York: Columbia University Press, 1966), chap. 4.
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(52) E. Katz & P. Lazarsfeld, Personal Influence: the part played by people in the flow of mass communications (New
York: Free Press, 1955); Rogers.
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pp. 181-187.

(54) Gans, pp. 340-341.
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