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Manuel Castells and the Concept of the Network
Society: An Interpretative Approach to Identity
and Power in the Information Age
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Abstract: The contribution of Manuel Castells’ Information Age reaches beyond
building the concept of a network society, to dismantle the reality of information
and communication technology. Indicating a new paradigm, it establishes research
to understand post—industrial/contemporary society. For Castells, technology
became a policy, which left it ruled foremost by the logic of domination, and
therefore it became possible to break free from its grip only with the technology
itself. This paper examines the concepts of network society, knowledge society
and information society and explains the context of the development of these

concepts as formulated by Castells.
Keywords: Network Society, Technology, Power, Identity, Information Age.
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(1) Manuel Castells, The Information Age: Economy, Society and Culture,vol. 1: The Rise of the Network Society (Malden,
MA: Blackwell, 1996); Manuel Castells, The Information Age: Economy, Society and Culture, vol. 2: The Power of
Identity (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 1997); Manuel Castells, The Information Age: Economy, Society and Culture,
vol. 3: End of Millennium (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 1998).

(2) Joan Robinson, «The production function and the theory of capital,» Review of Econimic Studies, vol. 21, no. 2
(1953), pp. 81-106.
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(10) Ari—Veikko Anttiroiko, «Networks in Manuel Castells’ theory of the network society,» Munich Personal RePEc
Archive (MPRA), Paper no. 65617, University of Tampere, Finland, 15/7/2015, p. 7.

(11) Manuel Castells, «Informationalism, Networks, and the Network Society: a Theoretical Blueprint,» in: Manuel
Castells (ed.), The Network Society: A Cross—cultural Perspective (Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2004).
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