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Women Victims and Transitional Justice in Tunisia

Shattered Expectations and Partial Recognition
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Abstract: Democratic transition in Tunisia has highlighted transitional justice as
one of the most important and current social and political issues. Despite having
been mentioned in the constitution, its outcomes, especially those concerning
women victims remain incomplete. Judicial procedure has not resulted in the
promised outcomes as governed by the law and is an ongoing political and
social process. This article examines what transitional justice has achieved for
women victims against what they had hoped for and how the course of justice
has been evaluated by these victims. Concrete cases were selected according to
a qualitative approach by talking to a sample of women who represent different
cases of victims. Most of these women agreed that transitional justice had failed
to achieve any tangible outcomes for them.
Keywords: Transitional Justice, Women Victims, Politics, Expectations,
Recognition.
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(1) Norbert Elias, Engagement et distanciation: Contribution a la sociologie de connaissance, Michéle Hulin (trad.)
(Paris: Fayard, 1993), p. 29.

(2) Frangois de Singly, "Choisir des lunettes sociologiques pour mieux voir la réalité sociale," in: Frangois de Singly,
Christophe Giraud & Olivier Martin (eds.), Apprendre la sociologie par I'exemple, 3¥™ ed. (Paris: Armand Colin, 2016), p. 21.
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(3) Alain Blanchet, Dire et faire dire: L’entretien, 2°™ ed. (Paris: Armand Colin, 2003), p. 155.
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Reconnaissances: La lutte des places (Paris: hommes et perspectives, 1994 ), p. 57.
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