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Sociology of Education and the Question of Gender:
From Social Inequalities to Gender Disparities
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Abstract: This article deals with the circumstances that have driven the interest
of French sociologists in questions of education and gender. It aims to trace the
transformation this sub—discipline of sociology from an exclusive focus on the
relationship of education to social inequalities to an awareness of issues of gender
education. Further, it seeks to understand the implications of this transformation,
its dimensions, and the major contributions it has generated. The author posits
these contributions as a theoretical tool for familiarization, interrogation, and
enrichment, guaranteed to help strengthen the theoretical groundings of the
sociology of education in the Arab world in a manner that takes into account the
various forms of difference penetrating the educational field, especially social
and gender differences.

Keywords: Sociology of Education, Social Inequality, Gender Disparities,
Gender.
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(1) Marlaine Cacouault & Frangoise Oeuvrard, Sociologie de I'éducation, 2" ed. (Paris: La découverte, 2001), p. 7.
(2) Anne Barriére & Nicolas Sembel, Sociologie de I’éducation (Paris: Nathan, 2005), p. 10.

(3) Claude Zaidman, «Education et socialisation,» in: Helena Hirata et al. (eds.), Dictionnaire critique du féminisme
(Paris: PUF, 2000), pp. 49-54.

(4) Catherine Marry & Nicole Mosconi, «Genre et €ducation,» in: Jacky Beillerot & Nicole Mosconi (eds.), Traité des
sciences de ['éduction (Paris: Dunod, 2006), pp. 443—455.
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(5) Marie Duru-Bellat, L école des filles: Quelle formation pour quels réles sociaux? 2" ed. (Paris: L’Harmattan, 2004),
p. 10.

(6) Ibid., p. 11.
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Zaidman, pp. 4954

(8) Marry & Mosconi, pp. 443—455.
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(Paris: Armand Colin, 1994), p. 121.
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