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Abstract: This translation of Chapter 11 of the book Genocide: A Comprehensive
Introduction by Adam Jones observes that although the fields of sociology and
anthropology have long displayed reluctance to engage with genocide and state
terror, a host of sociologists and anthropologists have for decades contributed
in changing this situation and conducted studies on genocide. The first part of
the chapter deals with genocide from a sociological perspective. It views it as
a modern phenomenon based on nationalist ideology, technological advance,
bureaucratic rationalization, and as a conflict with an «ethnic» dimension. It
also considers the use of «market-dominant minorities» as a justification for the
perpetrators of genocide. Part two reviews the anthropological perspective on
genocide. It employs case studies of genocide, including the works of forensic
anthropologists. This approach stands in contrast with the foundations of

anthropology, which were biased in favor of colonial regimes.
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Thomas Hylland Eriksen, Small Places, Large Issues: An Introduction to Social and Cultural Anthropology, : Jja..j (1)
Anthropology, Culture, and Society, 2™ ed. (London; Sterling, Va.: Pluto Press, 2001), p. 29.

(2) Horowitz, quoted in: Helen Fein, Genocide: A Sociological Perspective (London: Sage, 1993), p. 6.

(3) Nancy Scheper-Hughes, «The Primacy of the Ethical: Propositions for a Militant Anthropology,» Current
Anthropology, vol. 36, no. 3 (June 1995), pp. 410 and 414.

(4) Alexander Laban Hinton (ed.): Annihilating Difference: The Anthropology of Genocide, with a foreword by Kenneth
Roth, California Series in Public Anthropology; 3 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002), and Genocide: An
Anthropological Reader, Blackwell Readers in Anthropology; 3 (Malden, Mass.: Blackwell, 2002); Nancy Scheper-
Hughes and Philippe Bourgois (eds.), Violence in War and Peace: An Anthology, Blackwell Readers in Anthropology; 5
(Oxford: Blackwell, 2004), and Jeffrey A. Sluka (ed.), Death Squad: The Anthropology of State Terror, Ethnography of
Political Violence (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2000).
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