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The Image of Young Arab Refugees in the
German Press: Der Spiegel as a Case Study
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Abstract: This study explores European media discourse on the current flow of
refugees from the Arab Mashreq towards Europe. It studies the image of young
Arab refugees in the magazine Der Spiegel in 2015 and 2016, as well as other
examples from Germany, Austria, and France. The findings reveal three trends in
the formation of the current media discourse on refugees, which correspond to three
chronological phases: a short-lived welcome when the media goes along with popular
sympathy; consequent scaremongering about young Arab refugees; and finally the
view that the youthfulness of the refugee movement constitutes a demographic and
economic benefit. The paper concludes that the ideological underpinning of these
trends is identical and mainly based on the continued «Orientalization» of the Other
and praise for the «humanity» and «superiority» of the Europeans who give refuge
to the «weak» and «backward» Others, despite their «terrorist» nature.
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(92) «Fluchtlinge konnen Fachkriftemangel nicht 16sen,» Focus Online, 14/10/2015, at: http://goo.gl/7WoPCs.
(93) «Fachkriftemangel: Migranten keine kurzfristige Losung,» Focus Online, 1/4/2016, at: http://goo.gl/mz5XIs.
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(95) Osterreichisches Studienzentrum fiir Frieden und Konfliktldsung (ed.), Zeitenwende im arab-ischen Raum: Welche
Antwort findet Europa?, projektleitung Bert Preiss (Miinster: LIT Ver-lag, 2012), p. 157.

(96) Peter Michael Lingens, «Vier Grundprobleme der Fliichtlingsintegration,» Profil (2 January 2016), at: http://goo.
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(97) Ibid.
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(99) Lingens, «Vier Grundprobleme der Fliichtlingsintegration,» at: http://goo.gl/ff81bF.

(100) Perrine Mouterde, «La France a accueilli 10 000 Syriens depuis 2011 sur les 5 millions qui ont fui leur pays,» Le
Monde, 15/3/2016, at: http://goo.gl/jCuL30.

(101) Jean-Marc Leclerc, «La France sous la pression des migrants,» Le Figaro, 24/5/2016, at: http://goo.gl/aqcQAz.
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