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the confessional loyalties of the communities living there remain governed by their respective
religious doctrines. As a result, the actions carried out by the political authorities—prompted by
their respective ideological creeds—sought to punish these communities for their political paths.

Within this context, this study historically examines the raid of the Keserouan region and the
expulsion of its residents on the grounds that they had fought alongside the “Franks” against their
Muslim neighbors. The analysis focuses on historical events that saw the Maronite community—
an economically advanced, enterprising people who used their economic power to expand and
develop new agricultural lands in the area—outdo the Druze community, who dominated Mount
Lebanon at the time, rapidly tipping the economic and demographic balances in their favor. This
shift pushed these communities into conflict, primarily because the initial partnership between
these two communities took place as a result of reciprocal economic interests; however, in
doing so, they overlooked their substantial religious differences, something both sects remain
conscious of until today.

The Syrian Shadow Economy
Osama Nojoum

Since 2005, Syria chose the path of adopting a social democratic market model over its previous
centrally-planned economy. The new system relies on a policy of liberalization and lenience
for the mechanisms of the private sector, encouraging its investment in a variety of economic
activities. As a result of this transitional phase, a shadow economy has proliferated infiltrating
both official and unofficial networks, due to a lack of monitoring, accountability and protection
mechanisms.

Other factors contributing to the spread of the shadow economy include the failure of the previous
macro economy, as well as its lack of expertise in capitalizing in investment, labor and public
financing. In his analysis, the author elucidates how this emerging economic gap has contributed
to the present crisis, and how this reflects the popular resentment and frustration resulting from
the growth of an opportunistic select few, who have benefited from the loopholes and who were
able to amass fortunes from the diverse sources available. Furthermore, the lack of transparency
and monitoring is linked to their close ties and complicity with members of the government and
the fact that the sources of their wealth are mainly found in the shadow economy.
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migration over the last five decades. Accordingly , the author examines the factors that spur
migration in the Maghreb and the extent to which migration has been structurally influenced by
the transformations of the economies in the Maghreb and the host countries receiving Maghrebi
migrants. The author also observes that these changes are influenced by the deep rooted solidarity
typically shown by Maghrebi migrants towards their home countries, reflected in the strong ties
maintained with their communities in their country of origin— regardless of the number of
generations passed.

The Challenges of Sustainable Human Development in the Arab World

Tania Faour

Sustainable human development aims to increase the number of opportunities available to today’s
populations without compromising the rights of future generations. This study addresses the
challenges of such endeavors in the Arab world in the face of social, economic, and environmental
constraints that hinder development. From a social perspective, the study highlights the crux of
development challenges that pertain to the empowerment of women, the development of youth,
and the integration of the elderly. The Arab region in particular suffers from a disparity between
the advances made by women in education and health and those made in the labor market and
participation in public life. The region is also affected by a “youth bulge” that is exacerbated by
increasing levels of unemployment and social exclusion. Additionally, the gradual increase of
the elderly population carries a number of implied economic, social, and health challenges. In
this way, the main economic challenge facing a number of developing countries is the difficulty
.in both reducing unemployment rates and combating poverty

Regionally, Arab countries have the highest rates of unemployment within the developing world,
partially the result of a mismatch between the number of skilled workers and the types of skills
produced by the education systems and the demands of the labor market. This is clearly reflected
in increased levels of income poverty and other types of multi-faceted poverty in a number
of countries. From an environmental perspective, there are a number of long-term challenges
to development, including climate change and food and water security. In addition to being
one of the driest areas in the world, the region has also experienced significant increases in
.temperatures, leading to a sharp increase in the price of food

The author concludes by claiming that there is a need to shift from traditional development
planning to a more innovative model of development planning that would adopt a green
economic model to support the three pillars of development. Such a model would be sensitive
to the need for tailored development strategies modified for specific groups of people—mainly
women, youth, and elderly—so that all sections of society may participate in and benefit from
the process of development.

Mount Lebanon
Nayel Abou Chakra

This study casts doubt on the widely reported statement that “the Mount Lebanon region is a
haven for minorities”. Today, such a statement raises a number of questions on the demographic
changes that took place in Mount Lebanon. For instance, were these changes voluntary? Were
they the result of religious affiliations that were presented as alternatives to the failure of political
and economic relations between the ruling authorities and local communities? Or is it down to
the failure in relations between the different confessional groups? Combined, all of these factors
culminated in the inability to develop a societal unit in which social justice and coexistence prevail.
The history of Mount Lebanon provides little in terms of optimism for its future, particularly as
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Towards a Sociology of the Demographic Question in the Cultural Discourse
of Moroccan School Textbooks

Mohammed Faubar

This study presents a sociological analysis of the demographic discourse presented in the approved
curriculum of a Moroccan geography textbook. With the aim of achieving educational and social
aims, the curriculum was imposed following the need to instill a demographic discourse in
Morocco—channeled through the employment of schools in supporting demographic, economic
and social choices. Based on the premise that control of demographics is the cornerstone of
development, the last two decades of the twentieth century have seen the demographic question
become a fundamental policy priority in Arab countries, and particularly in Morocco.

This analysis demonstrates that Morocco’s demographic discourse is based on the understanding
that population expansion leads to “backwardness”, subsequently hindering development.
According to the author, this standpoint fails to place the demographic question in its proper
context, in which its role is that of a bridge between economic, cultural, and social factors in a
manner that promotes human development. In this sense, the discourse in question has failed to
achieve the main stated goal behind the need of demographics education as part of the school
curriculum: the preparation of individuals towards an awareness of their roles in society with
regards to child-bearing and creating a family.

Foreign Labor and Issues of Identity in the Gulf
Bager al-Najjar

Numerous studies suggest that the large expatriate labor force in the Gulf will lead to an erosion of
those states’ identities. Masses of resident foreigners, in their large sizes and multiple ethnicities,
in fact represent communities which remain more closely tied to their countries of origin —the
Indian Subcontinent, Iran, the Philippines and the Arab states outside the Gulf—than they are
to the political, social and cultural surroundings of their host countries. Expatriate communities
in the Gulf today strongly retain their customs, traditions, language and cultures differentiating
them from their host communities. Their attachment to their home countries is also reflected in
the use of their economic investments and remittances towards their home countries.

In his analysis, al-Najjar argues that attempts to naturalize members of expatriate communities
in the host countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council have not resulted in their integration, and
that this is also the result of an absence of social policies. By and large, expatriate communities
in the Gulf tend to mingle with people from their own ethnic community rather than with the
local communities, potentially leading to the development of ethnic ghettoes — be they Indian,
Chinese, Persian or migrant Arab—within their host countries.

Factors behind the Changes in Maghrebi Migration
Abdelkader Latrache

There has been a leap in Maghrebi migration in the first decade of this century, following on
from waves of migration witnessed in the 1950s and 1960s. The patterns of this migration,
spanning over three phases, have expanded over time to take in new geographical regions and
destination countries. This trend has contributed to structural transformations in the nature of
the relationship between migrants and their home country, where a shift has been noticed in
the role of migrants with regards to their participation in the local development of their home
countries—a participation that goes beyond remittances.

This development prompted an analysis of the most notable transformations affecting Maghrebi
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two major thematic strands. The first of these is policy-oriented, and is related to the authorities’
official stance on demographic policies, which proved to be particularly important during the
three decades following Syria’s independence in 1946. The author argues that history has shaped
the demographic discourse in Syria, and that changes in this discourse, in turn, are linked to
the question of Syrian national identity and the attempts to ensure Syria’s existence, security,
and development through demographic means. The second theme presented in the paper deals
with the process of development, demonstrating the interplay between the demographic reality
taking shape on the ground and the official stances on demographics. Syria witnessed a positive
appraisal of demographic growth (in the 1970s) and a negative one in later years.

Ultimately, the author demonstrates how an interface between the two discourses above, over the
past six decades, is what defines the contemporary understanding of the ending—or stalling—
of the demographic transition in Syria and how these dynamics will continue to shape Syria’s
demographics.

Egypt’s Demographic Dividend and its Prospects
Hassan Zaki

This paper seeks to identify the period during which Egypt’s demographic dividend, and the
policies required in order to benefit from this window of opportunity, emerged. The significance
of the study stems from its association with the January 2011 revolution, which was inspired by
Egypt’s youth—the product of this demographic dividend. Divided in three sections, the paper
first introduces the concept of a demographic dividend giving rise to a demographic transition
that could potentially bolster economic growth. The second section examines the Egyptian
demographic transition and the timing of the dividend, while the third and final section reviews
both the policies required to prepare the economy for the period following this demographic
window and the environment needed to shift from a demographic transition to a demographic
gift.

In his conclusion, the author indicates that the demographic dividend in Egypt is a temporary
phenomenon expected to last no longer than 30 years. Based on the criteria provided in the paper,
this dividend, in which a fertility limit will reach 2.1 births per woman, will appear between
2014 to 2021 (reaching the rate of 2.1 by 2017), 2015 to 2046 (reaching 2.1 by 2022), or, lastly,
2020 to 2050 (reaching 2.1 by 2032).

Female Migration and Development
Aicha el Taieb

Worldwide interest in migration and its inherent complexities — both legal and otherwise —
is also tied to the role being played by female migrant workers in the respective social and
economic development of their home countries. The increased contact and interaction of cultures
that comes with migration has also generated interest.

This interaction has highlighted some aspects of the migration of Maghrebi women to Europe,
with focus on its evolution and its impact on women in the fields of employment, education
and development. In her analysis, the author explores the economic contribution of women to
the economy of their home countries, particularly in light of new data revealing the increased
numbers of Moroccan women migrants, at an annual rate of 6.6 per cent during the period from
1992 to 2002. The rise in the number of female migrants raises a number of questions about
the use of their remittances and the neglect to utilize such funds in the productive sectors of the
economy, spending their earnings instead on daily consumption.
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ABSTRACTS

Will a Demographic Revolution Lead to a Democratic Revolution?
Youssef Courbage

What are the links that bind demographics to democracy? Writing in 1969, the British historian
Lawrence Stone suggested a causal link between education and revolution. According to Stone,
political disturbances arose once the level of male educational attainment reached 50 per cent of
the population. Can Stone’s argument, now more than four decades old, be applied to the Arab
uprisings which have sprung up throughout the region since the outset of 2011?

In his analysis, Courbage draws parallels between the global phenomena of the 1960s and the
developments in the Arab world during the second decade of the present century. Specifically,
these include the increased levels of education in the region and the phenomenon of the Arab
youth bulge. According to Courbage, these educational-demographic factors contribute to
creating political instability, itself born out of a demographic-economic imbalance.

Fertility in Iraq: Trends, developments, and influential factors
Hashim Nima Fayyad

This study describes Iraq’s fertility trends and changes in fertility rates brought about in the last
decades, using the Demographic Transition Theory as the basis of its analysis and conclusion.
To achieve this, the author examines how the social, economic, and political changes taking
place in Irag—the affliction of war and internal turmoil—inevitably influence fertility behaviors
and, thus, development. The author studied the geographical distribution and emerging patterns
of fertility through a comparison of fertility rates in the countryside and the cities throughout
the governorates of Iraq. When possible, he attempts to determine the causes and interacting
factors that lead to a difference in fertility trends, including: the size of the household, the status
of women, the level of education, profession, religion, and war. Before arriving at a conclusion,
the author offers a broader perspective on the evolution of fertility trends and the factors that
contribute to their development, offering a number of comparisons between Arab and other
developing and developed countries.

The Stalling of the Demographic Transition in Syria: Questions of
Development and Identity

Mada Shureiqi

Syria has witnessed a stalling in its demographic transition, with its first features not appearing in
Syria until the 1970s. In the 1980s, however, it gained momentum when the country experienced
the full materialization of a demographic transition, only for it to stall in the early 1990s
effectively grinding to a complete halt shortly thereafter.

Based on an analysis of the natural growth rate of population and aggregate fertility rates, this
study proposes an investigation of the mechanisms shaping Syria’s demographic transition along
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