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Islamists in Tunisia and the Economic and Political Challenges of State
Building

Anwar Jamaoui

This paper highlights how the arrival of Tunisian Islamists to power was a momentous event in
the country’s contemporary history. Having been deprived of power since the establishment of
Tunisia’s “Independent State,” the 2011 revolution has given them the opportunity to once again
be part of the social and civic fabric of Tunisia and become active actors in its political scene.

The elections held on October 23, 2011 constituted a unique democratic experiment in having
the Ennahda Movement represent Tunisian society after they won the majority of seats in the
Constituent Assembly. This majority enabled the movement to form a government that can lead
during this critical transitional period, but it also prompts a number of questions. For instance,
what are the most important political and economic challenges facing the Islamists in state
building? Has the Ennahda Movement changed their point of view theoretically and structurally
with its progression from being an opposition party? Has the movement worked toward making
democracy a strategic choice? How have the Islamists dealt with the post-dictatorship era
developments and realities, and have they been successful in achieving the expectations of
Tunisians? In an effort to examine the process of political and economic state building in Tunisia,
this paper attempts to offer an understanding to the key elements in question

The European Financial Crisis and the Problem of the Euro: An Analysis of
Europe’s Financial Crisis Management

Huda Hawa

This study analyzes the management of the financial crisis that gripped the Eurozone during its
first three years. The author seeks to exemplify the emergence of a new form of intra-European
relations starting at the birth of the single European currency to the changes taking place within
the European Union over the last two decades. Furthermore, she tackles the root causes of the
European financial crisis, and its management, within the framework of the challenges posed by
a unified currency.

A thorough examination of the policies taking place at the start of the European financial
crisis demonstrates that for the first three years of the crisis these policies sought to “correct
the path” of the Euro; however, rather than focus on resolving the financial-monetary problem,
they blamed the crisis-ridden smaller countries in crisis, forcing them to bear the responsibility.
These policies were formulated at a time when pressure of the financial market’s collapse was
imminent. During the same period, a number of agreements between the larger states within the
European Union took place, as well as many temporary mitigating measures for the banking
sector, which was reeling under heavy debt burden.

The author believes that postponing a comprehensive solution to the crisis led to a rise in public
and private sector debt, and placed unnecessary burdens on the European Central Bank, and will
eventually lead to a joint effort among European states to alleviate the pressure from the banking
crisis. In the event that the Euro succeeds in stabilizing, , prompting further integration between
the states is expected.

In their efforts to save their currency, European states have set a number of conditions, minutiae,
and mechanisms, all of which will have contradictory outcomes regarding an ultimate resolution
within the Eurozone. The study is based on the assumption that the European integrationist
dynamic was primarily nurtured by each country’s own interest to avoid the emergence of a
single hegemonic state. The new emerging variable is the increased potency of trans-national
economic forces wanting to apply neoliberal policies, though they may face challenges in
achieving political consensus.
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The State and Social Integration in Yemen: Opportunities and Challenges
Hani Abadi Muhammad al-Mughallas

Al-Mughallas examines the missed opportunities in achieving social cohesion in Yemen,
particularly between 1990—the date of Yemen’s unification—and 2012. Within this context,
the author investigates the political, social, economic, and cultural challenges inhibiting social
integration in the country. Following unification, al-Mughallas stresses that Yemenis did not
oppose the achievement of genuine national integration, but that the state policy, formulated
by the ruling elites, has led to both the depletion of the potential for national unity and the
hampering of a modern Yemeni state. Yemen’s ruling elites not only exploited the country’s
social diversity, but also dragged its population into its struggles, reinforced the tribal system at
the expense of other social groups, and failed to establish an equitable distribution of resources
and development. Ultimately, the state’s efforts were limited to a meager, formal, top-down
process of integration, which prioritized the aims and desires of the elites at the expense of
achieving genuine social integration.

For Al-Mughallas, the biggest barrier currently facing social integration in Yemen is, and will
remain, poverty, a challenge that is inciting further social conflict and weakening Yemen’s
ability to overcome division and fragmentation. He argues that the political conflicts that draw
on different segments of Yemeni society, propelled by tribal and sectarian motives, represent
another key impediment to social peace and political stability. Finally, foreign interferences not
only intervene in the affairs of the state, but are directly destabilizing the social balance between
different factions of Yemeni society. The author concludes that the drive toward a modern national
state free from external meddling and the hindrance of tribalism, and which prioritizes justice
and development, is fundamental to the realization of unity and cohesion in Yemeni society.

Islamists in Tunisia and the Status of Women: Between Theory and Practice

Hammadi Dhweib

Dhweib examines the question of women from the perspective of the Islamist movement
in Tunisia. Underlying this analysis is the belief that democracy, and by default democratic
governments, should prioritize the protection of human rights in general, and women’s rights in
particular, and work to promote equality between genders and the different social groups.

Within this context, Dhweib examines the Tunisian Ennahda Movement’s stance regarding
women, seeking to compare Ennahda’s intellectual and theoretical discourse with its political
and pragmatic practices. The author first addresses polygamy, a point of contention among the
Ennahda leaders, whose stances stood in contrast to the Tunisian personal status law and the
reality of Tunisians on the ground. He then goes on to address Ennahda’s stance on the election
of women as heads of state and the overall participation of women in political life.

The rise of Islamists to power propels a comparison between their rhetoric and electoral promises,
on the one hand, and their political practice, on the other. The Islamists’ stance toward women is
particularly poignant in Tunisia, a country where women have achieved far more gains than most
other Arab countries. Following an analysis of frames of reference and mechanisms adopted
by Ennahda leaders, the author concludes that the Ennahda stance on women lacks coherence
between theory and practice, indicating that their call for women to participate in political life
may not be based on a genuine belief in equality between men and women or on the civil and
political rights of women.
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A Model for the Measurement of Secessionist Tendencies among Minorities
in the Arab World

Waleed Abd al-Hayy

Based on an understanding of secessionism as a socio-political phenomenon, this study seeks
to identify the variables that reinforce secessionist tendencies among minorities, defining them
through an examination of 32 quantitative studies which include samples of 338 minority groups
in the region, including the category of “people under threat”.

In order to formulate a method to determine the relative value of each variable affecting
secessionism, and measure the correlation between them, methodological tools such as a factor
analysis and cross-impact matrixes were used. In total, 27 indicators were identified, with the
mobility of these variables examined on the three levels of the secessionism index: non-violent
protest, violent protest, and armed rebellion. In this study, variables are categorized into political
(i.e., the percentage of political representation in senior posts); economic (i.e., the comparison
of incomes when it comes to minorities and majorities); geographic (i.e., whether the minority
is concentrated in a specific region); and social categories (i.e., what distinguishes the minority,
be it race, color, language, religion). The findings conclude that when it comes to minorities
and secessionist tendencies, geographic variables have the most weight; political variables have
the least weight, and religious minorities are the most likely to develop secessionist tendencies
compared to other forms of minorities.

The Social Integration of Copts in Revolutionary Egypt
May Mujeeb

Mujeeb examines the main factors influencing the political and social integration of Egypt’s
Coptic Christians through an analysis of the most pressing developments affecting them
following Egypt’s revolution. Despite some positive social indicators that emerged during and
after the revolution, showing signs of political and social integration of Copts, others point in
a different direction. Specifically, these include an increase in sectarian incidents in Egypt and
the changes in how the state and religious institutions (the Coptic Church in specific) relate to
each other, in addition to a parliament and presidency with an Islamist majority. These events
occurred in tandem with the death of the Coptic Pope, leading to the Coptic Church undergoing
a transitional phase that paralleled the one of Egypt.

As the relationship between society and state continues to form in Egypt, the political and social
integration of the country’s Copts remains at stake. Mujeeb’s analysis deals with important
questions, mainly: Have recent developments in Egypt been dealt with in a manner reinforcing
the inclusion of Copts? Or have these developments intersected with an inherited legacy that
produces further obstacles to the political and social integration of Copts? Mujeeb attempts to
answer these questions by relying on the examination of the triangular relationship between the
regime, the church, and the Copts, as well as by analyzing the social relationship between Copts
and Muslims in Egypt. Mujeeb concludes that a barrier of fear has been broken, but even if the
triangular relationship imposed under authoritarian conditions may have ended, these shifts have
not yet led to overcoming the obstacles that prevent the full political and social assimilation of
Egypt’s Copts.
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The Building of a Territorial State in Tunisia and Morocco and its
Mechanisms of Assimilation during the Modern Period (17th-19th century)

Abd al-Hameed Haniya

This study looks at the process of the founding of territorial states in Tunisia and Morocco
between the 17" and 19" century. Specifically, it examines the institution of the Bay ‘a (a pledge
of allegiance), which entailed a centralized legitimate authority, and provided the main entry
for improving consensus-building mechanisms and the alignment of society and politics in both
countries. Given that the Baya did not always follow the same rituals, or employ the same social
hierarchies, the author offers a comparison of practices specific to the Bay 'a in both countries.

In comparing the experiences of territorial state building and its assimilation processes, Haniya
provides important epistemological and methodological insights into the subject and describes the
emergence of two different state-building models. Haniya explains how centralization in Tunisia
was primarily based on assimilated urban elites and public figures in the capital, providing strong
support for the central authority while working to weaken local forces. He also describes how
the state was gradually able to transform itself from an authority practicing sovereignty over
an undifferentiated mass to a state that rules over a group of individuals to finally establishing
a territorial state. In contrast, Morocco during that period was defined through loyalty to the
Sultan. Unlike Tunisia, the central authority in Morocco did not seek to weaken other sources of
influence in Moroccan society, and has worked to nurture these local groups as they provided for
the continuation of the Bay ‘a in present Morocco.

On a Promised Liberalism Confining Individuals’ Integration to their
Confessional Group: A Case Study of Lebanon

Ahmed Baalbaki

The Arab revolutions have unleashed a difficult process of change in the region, raising concerns
regarding social integration in the Arab world. Specific concerns raised include whether Arab
populations will adapt to pluralistic and democratic forms of social integration, or whether the
revolutionary Arab masses will eventually revert to traditional forms of social integration. In
the latter case, the region could fall into the trap of a loose reactionary liberalism that could
lead to the dismantling of a cultural plurality inherent to Arab societies, and promote integration
within the confine of one’s confessional group. In this study, the concept of social integration, as
promoted by the founders of Western sociology, is introduced through a critical lens.

Using Lebanon as a case study, Baalbaki examines civic social integration in the Lebanese model
of liberalism, which is promoted by neoliberal mainstream and local media. Throughout the
paper, he discusses eight challenges to civic integration, including: the constitution, governance,
and parliamentary representation; legislation for local representation; disparity in development
between regions and sectors; legislation for unions and professional associations; the development
of cooperatives and local non-governmental organizations; education and culture; cognitive
dissonance in societal communication; and women’s opportunities for social integration.
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