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focuses on a key statistical survey conducted by the Norwegian FAFO Foundation during the transitional
phase. Yahya maintains that this survey represents a perfect example of how statistics fragments and divides
Palestinian society as a unit of study and analysis, edifying the Israeli geographic and legal fragmentation
of it. Furthermore, the author discusses the complex nature of the Palestinian territories occupied in 1967,
noting that these territories are under the control of two overlapping authorities that practice population
management, supervision, and control in a unique manner. The study of statistics in enshrining these
practices represents an essential contribution to understanding the impact of this complexity.

The Political and the Sociological in the Arab Sphere: Shifts in
Relationships

Mabhir Traimish

It is widely accepted that the state employs the social sciences as an authority to expand its supervision
and reinforce its legitimacy. In addition to allowing colonial powers to gain significant knowledge on
Arab societies, it also provides newly-independent states with the possibility of shaping their political
entities. The author notes how the emergence of sociology in most Arab countries was accompanied by
a nationalist tide that aimed to build the national state and its political independence. Sociology, in these
circumstances, could only be a “sociology of policies”. The state filled every domain; it was the customer,
the funder, and the granter of legitimacy to a science in which the state saw the window to its “modernity”.
The efforts exerted in order to challenge this hegemony through the creation of a critical sociology were
aborted because they were conducted from within the very options and policies of the state. These policies
were, willingly or not, adopted by many pioneering Arab sociologists.

The Question of Citizenship in Sudanese Islamist Thought: Traditional,
Renewalist, and Post-Salafist Approaches

Shams al-Deen al-Ameen Daww al-Bait

The question of equal citizenship was the axis of the protracted conflicts in Sudan even before the country’s
independence. The transition from the traditional context that governed the question of citizenship in pre-
colonial times led to the “pasting” of modern concepts of citizenship during the colonial era, resulting in a
failure to develop a culture of citizenship among both the political elite and the average citizen. With the
emergence of political Islam and Islamic currents calling for the implementation of an Islamic constitution,
ideological and constitutional discrepancies began to crystallize with regards to the concept of equal
citizenship. At the same time, due to Sudan’s ethnic diversity, efforts at religious renewal and reform, with
the objective of conciliating Islamic thought and the principles of citizenship, have also been evident. With
a specific focus on the Islamic currents’ stances on women and religious minorities, the author attempts to
identify aspects of Islamic thought in Sudan that contravene the fundamentals of equal citizenship. He also
explores renewalist and reformist attempts that emerged from these contradictions.

Popes, Presidents, and Protests: The January 25 Revolution and the
Coptic Orthodox Church

Salma Mousa

The Arab Uprisings of 2011, hailed for their civil rights discourse, have also been feared for their potential
to aggravate latent sectarian social divisions. With the specter of post-Spring Islamist rule looming,
Christians in Egypt have found themselves forced to choose between a quasi-secular autocracy and the
prospect of a sectarian democracy. Motivated by the same socio-economic grievances that affected their
Muslim compatriots, and disillusioned with Mubarak’s increasing negligence of Christian affairs, many
Christians were quick to join the uprising despite the Church’s strict condemnations. The January 25
Revolution marked a significant shift in Church-State-Copt dynamics, whereby the state could no longer
rely on the Church to foster regime support among its constituents. Many Copts questioned the status quo
of unelected religious leaders serving as unofficial communal representatives to the state, choosing instead
to ally with liberal Muslims, and participate in public life through secular platforms. However, given the
recent context of frequent sectarian attacks and a rising culture of anti-Christian hostility exacerbated by
Islamic governance, the Church continues to retain its symbolic leadership role, with its outspoken Pope
Tawadros II framing minority rights in national, rather than communal, terms. Although many Copts still
rely on the pope to negotiate on their behalf, the Church has had to adapt to changing external and internal
pressures, finding a delicate balance between its traditional role as a communal spokesperson and allowing
alternative political modalities to exist outside the context of the Church.
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The Role of Peace and Commerce Treaties in the Western Mediterranean
Basin during the Middle Ages

Mohammad al-Tahir al-Mansuri

This study explores the treaties signed between European states and the Islamic Maghreb in the Middle
Ages, the role these agreements had in defining the states’ domains, and the supervision and control they
imposed on European merchants in Islamic ports. At the time, these treaties fulfilled a host of diplomatic,
security, and economic functions that regulated relations between the contracting states. Al-Mansuri
discusses the regulation of the foreign merchants’ freedom of movement, and notes how the ports of call
were determined prior to the permitting of foreign trade, and how such arrangements went beyond the
physical equipment necessary to include hospitality and customs services. This permitted the host countries
to regulate and supervise the merchants’ activities, which were specified in the treaties and spoke of the
necessity to provide security for merchants and their assets. The treaties also specified where the merchants
were allowed to stay while anchored in the harbor. At a time when Mediterranean states viewed people
of other nationalities with suspicion, the use of inns allowed close supervision of foreign merchants.
Throughout this study, al-Mansuri addresses a field long neglected by Arab scholars.

Israeli Biopolitics: Closure, Territorialization, and Governmentality in the
Occupied Palestinian Territories

Nigel Parsons and Mark B. Salter

This paper argues for the inclusion of biopolitical practices of mobility regulation in the study of Israeli
control of the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT). State investment in bifurcated infrastructure,
checkpoints, identity documents, and a permit system underlines the centrality of closure to occupation.
Through closure, Israeli government agents aim beyond sovereign control of the Israeli-Palestinian border
or narrowly conceived security for Israeli subjects. By differentiating, quantifying, documenting, and
disciplining, closure constitutes biopolitical control of the occupied Palestinian population. Palestinian
agents are tasked with minor administrative responsibilities, but only within a framework of Israeli
biopolitical control. This analysis draws on empirical material from fieldwork in the West Bank and three
case studies of Palestinian life in East Jerusalem. Findings point toward an Israeli “governmentality” of
Palestinian mobility informed by incomplete territorialization of the West Bank and demographic anxiety.

Israel’s Digital Occupation of Gaza

Helga Tawil-Souri

In disengaging from the Gaza Strip in 2005, Israel did not end the occupation; instead, it technologized
it through purportedly “frictionless” high-technology mechanisms. Under the Oslo Agreement, and in
line with neoliberal policies, the Palestinian Authority turned the telecommunications sector over to a
privately owned company called Palestine Telecommunications Company. This means that control over
the digital space remains in private hands dependent on coordination with Isracl. Combined with Israel’s
set limitations on landline telephones, cellular phones, and internet infrastructure, the result is a “digital
occupation” of Gaza characterized by increasing privatization, surveillance, and control. While deepening
Palestinian economic reliance on Israel and making Palestinian high-tech firms into dependent agents, this
digital occupation also enhances Israel’s territorial containment of the Gaza Strip.

Statistics and Social Research in the Occupied Territories: The Colonial
Effect and the Fragmentation of Palestinian Society

Abbad Yahya

This study traces the problematic relationship between statistics and social research in the Palestinian
territories occupied in 1967, and explores how Palestinian social researchers have dealt with statistical data
originating from colonial apparatus. Yahya addresses the general, uncritical acceptance of the Palestinian
Central Statistical Agency’s data, and the lack of a critique upon which this apparatus was founded. Out of
all surveys conducted by both the Israeli Civil Administration and the Palestinian Central Authority, Yahya
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