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Rural development and Agriculture Policies in Egypt:
Historical Roots and Effects on Farmers

Saqr al-Nour

Al-Nour’s paper examines the historical roots of rural development and agricultural
policies in Egypt, and their effects on Egyptian farmers. In an attempt to gain an
understanding of Egypt’s rural and agricultural development model, the author examines
the theoretical structure and practical applications of agricultural and rural development
programs followed in Egypt since the beginning of the 1950s. The paper provides an
in-depth exploration of the structure and history of successive agricultural and rural
policies, along with an ethnographic study of their effects on the local level. It also
provides case studies of Egyptian farmers so as to shed light on the strategies used
by social actors towards these polices. Al-Nour’s research method combines socio-
analytical tools on the macro and micro levels as well as an analysis of the political
and social economy of development. Field work was centered on a group of villages in
the Egyptian south (in Assyut, Qena, Sohag, and Minya governorates), with particular
focus on the village of Nazlet Salman in Assyut. Al-Nour concludes that the general
trend in Egypt has switched from rural development and agricultural development being
linked to them being separated, giving rise to an agriculture without farmers and a rural
development without agriculture, with all its inherent implications for the Egyptian
farmer.

Colonial States as Intelligence States: Security Policing
and the Limits of Colonial Rule in France’s Muslim Territories, 1920—40

Martin Thomas

At the heart of most colonial states lay a contradiction. On the one hand, colonial
state institutions defined themselves in opposition to indigenous networks of power
associated with the pre-colonial period, whether based on ethnicity, tribal kinship or
religious affiliation. On the other hand, few colonial states had sufficient bureaucratic
substance to operate separately of indigenous society. This paper suggests that a more
catholic vision of the parameters and purpose of state intelligence gathering may aid
our understanding of how colonial states endured. These intelligence activities were
multifaceted. They were designed, on the one hand, to provide sufficient information
about local social organization to enable government to function. On the other hand,
intelligence gatherers were also intelligence disseminators. Those same agencies of the
colonial state that amassed information about indigenous populations also sought to
control the movement of knowledge within local society in order to mould popular
opinion, or, at the very least, shape the views of influential elites. Only then could
local authorities set about influencing these differing forums of opinion to European
advantage. In this sense, the paper argues, colonial states were ‘intelligence states’.
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readings are generally skeptical of an Arab world capable of undergoing real revolutions
like those experienced by the West. For the most part, orientalists resort to readings
focused on confessions and divorced from their historical and social context. In this
way, the confession forms the entryway to the reading of a political struggle or to the
understanding of social crises. This paper tries to critique and deconstruct some aspects
of these orientalist readings, especially with regard to Syria. It discusses the ideological
discourse around the revolution and considers the claim that a revolution has not taken
place. The Syrian revolution is here approached from a sociological perspective seeking
to bring out the revolutionary aspects that orientalist studies try to efface.

The Oral Discourse of Religious Minorities
and Coexistence in the Ottoman Tunisia

Mohamed Merimi

The written form was widespread in Ottoman Tunisia, whether at the center or amongst
local groups and minorities that made up Tunisia at the time. For some purposes and
spheres of life, however, writing was inextricably linked with orality. In his study,
Muhammad al-Mremi examines the local history of the island of Djerba situated off
the southeastern coast of Tunisia, where oral traditions were prevalent and embedded in
the heritage of the local communities that make up the inhabitants of Djerba, including
Ibadis, Berber, African Arabs, Arabs, Maliki Sunnis and Jews amongst others. The
study explores a number of questions related to the rights of these local communities
and how oral traditions guaranteed them. Al-Mremi tackles the nature of the social
relations as reflected in the oral narratives explored, observing the circumstances in
which the oral transformed into written form, in a situation imposed by the social bond
underlying coexistence on the island of Djerba in the modern period. Orality, asserts the
author, contributed to the organization of the people of Djerba, founded the hierarchy,
and defined clear and precise social relations, which represented the rules of the game
for the various social actors.

Arab Education Systems: Current Crisis and Future Challenges

Rachid Jarmouni

Jarmouni premises his paper on the assumption that the failure of education and training
systems in the Arab world is not only linked to weak financial or logistical capacity, or
the lack of human resources, but primarily due to the absence of a clear development
vision. At its heart, argues the author, the crisis lies in educational institutions’ poor
performance in fulfilling their pioneering and civilizing tasks. Jarmouni thus analyzes
three key elements: diagnosis, implications, and causes, through which he explains the
compound nature of the educational systems crises in the Arab world. Some of the most
fundamental flaws of the education system in the Arab world are considered, such as
their failure to achieve universal schooling at all stages, the inequality of opportunity
among students, the weakness in basic knowledge offered to students in education and
training establishments, and the precariousness of educational governance in most
models of Arab education. This results in two main outcomes: financial wastage with its
concomitant human wastage, and stunted Arab development. In an effort to explain the
deterioration of the Arab education systems, socio-political, socio-cultural, and socio-
developmental factors are also considered by the author.
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Social cohesion in Lebanon’s Secondary School Curriculum:
Effects on Students’ Attitudes

Maha Shuayb

Ending Lebanon’s civil war, the 1989 Taif Agreement focused on the role of education
in strengthening social cohesion, paving the way for a new Lebanese school curricula
that came into effect in 1997. Almost 20 years after its implementation, and given the
increase of sectarian strife in Lebanon, Shuayb examines the extent to which Lebanon’s
education system contributes to the strengthening of social cohesion in the country.
Based on a sample of 24 secondary schools —including government, public, private,
religious and secular schools — Shuayb investigates the approaches currently being
followed in Lebanese secondary schools to foster social cohesion, and the implications
these practices have for the political, sectarian, and social attitudes of pupils. To this
end, Shuayb conducted extensive student surveys as well as interviews with Lebanese
teachers and administrators. Her findings reveal that most schools under study have a
narrow understanding of social cohesion, limited to religious pluralism and citizenship
and excluding the concept of social justice.

Moroccan Islamists on the Civilian State:
Case of the Justice and Charity (Al Adl wal Thsan)

Movement and the Justice and Development (Al Adl wal Tanmia) Party
Hicham Khabbashe

Khabbashe’s study examines Morocco’s two main Islamist parties’ attitudes towards the
modern civil state, and the extent to which members ofJustice and Charity Movement and
the Justice and Development Party are willing to change their attitudes on the notion of a
civilian state. Khabbashe’s findings reveal that both movements concur in their categorical
rejection of a ruler being non-Muslim and in their affirmation of the importance of
political participation in the context of an Islamic system of government, which is taken
synonymous with shura (consultation). Notable differences are detected, however, with
the Justice and Development Party deemed more receptive to partial secularism and to
the election of government officials. The change in attitudes for the sample as a whole
reveals a rise in the number of positive attitudes towards secularism and a drop in those
concerned with its twin, democracy, and a marginal decline in the number of positive
attitudes towards party pluralism and the election of government officials.

A Reading on Syria: Deconstructing Sectarian Discourse

Jérome Maucourant and Akram Kachee

Transformations in trajectories of popular mobilization and its change from non-violence
to violence, particularly as witnessed in Syria, stoke and feed orientalist readings. Such
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