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The Modern Arab City
A Socio-Linguistic Reading of Symptoms of Urbanization Phenomena
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Abstract: Magboul examines the interactive correlation between man, the built
environment, and language. His paper begins with the hypothesis that symptoms
of ‘diseased urbanization’, such as the absence of harmony and compatibility,
appear on the level of human identity in the specter of violence, exclusion,
and racist discrimination. In terms of urban identity in the built environment,
the urbanization phenomenon is both visual and spatial. Turning to linguistic
identities, one can observe linguistic alienation and fragmentation, and
communicative turbulence.

Keywords: Arab City, Urbanization, Phenomenon, Urban Identity, Human
Identity, Linguistic Identity
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(1) Gustave-Nicolas Fischer ,Les Concepts fondamentaux de la psychologie sociale (Paris: Dunod; Montréal: Presses de

I’université de Montréal, 1987), p. 159.
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générale, publié par Charles Bally et Albert Sechehaye; édition critique préparée par linguistique de Saussure, Cours
Tullio De Mauro (Paris: Payot, 1984), p. 53.
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(4) Symbolic Animal.
(5) Ernst Cassirer, An Essay on Man; an Introduction to a Philosophy of Human Culture, Yale Paperback; Y52 (New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1972), p. 26.
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(7) Claude Lévi-Strauss, Tristes tropiques, photogr. par I’auteur, Terre humaine; 3 (l;aris: Plon, 1955), pp. 249-264.
(8) Juval Portugali, Self-Organization and the City, with a Foreword by Hermann Haken, Springer Series in Synergetics
(New York: Springer, 1999), pp. 11-12.
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(9) Christopher Alexander [et al.], A Pattern Language: Towns, Buildings, Construction (New York: Oxford University

Press, 1977).

(10) Christopher Alexander, The Timeless Way of Building (New York: Oxford University Press, 1979), p. 167.
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(12) Philippe Boudon, Sur I’espace architectural: Essai d’épistémologie de 1’architecture, Collection Eupalinos. Série

architecture et urbanisme, nouv. éd. rev. et augm (Marseille: Editions Parenthéses, 2003), p. 10.
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Selected from Presentations at the International Makiné Cities Livable Conferences (barmel, Calif.: IMCL Council,

1994).

James T. Bennett and Thomas J. DiLorenzo, From Pathology to Politics: Public Health in America (New : kil ()0)

Brunswisk, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 2008), p. 67.
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(17) Urban syndromes.

(18) Peter J. Taylor, Extraordinary Cities: Millennia of Moral Syndromes, World-systems and City/State Relations

(Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing Limited, 2013), p. 297.

(19) Robert Venturi, Complexity and Contradiction in Architecture, with an Introduction by Vincent Scully (New York:

Museum of Modern Art in association with the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts, 2002), p. 20.

(20) Ronald J. Johnston and Peter J. Taylor, A World in Crisis?: Geographical Perspectives, 2nd ed. (Oxford, UK;

Cambridge, Mass.: B. Blackwell, 1989), p. 35.
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if you would know, and not be known, live in a city.
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