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Road Networks in Ottoman Syria (16th — 18th Century)
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Abstract: Roads are as important as cities in the formation of an urban transportation
network. There can be no city or urban center without being linked to a road
system. By the same token, it is the city that provides this system with its continued
existence. The interaction between cities and roads is ongoing, just as the decline of
conglomerations of people has an effect on the flourishing of roads — being distant
from transportation routes is detrimental to cities. Within this context, the study
looks at road networks in Ottoman Syria between the 16™ and 18" century.
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(1) Fernand Braudel, Civilisation matérielle et capitalisme: XVe - XVIlle siécle, destins du monde (Paris: A. Colin,
1967), tome 1, pp. 269 - 270.
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de Sociologie, vol. 15 (1953), p. 43.
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(4) Abdul-Karim Rafeq, «Economic Relations between Damascus and Dependent Countryside, 1743 - 1771,» texte
polycopié présenté au colloque de Princetone en Juin 1974 sur les relations villes-campagnes.
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Fernand Braudel, affaires et gens d’affaires; 3 (Paris: A. Colin, 1953), p. 187.
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lettres et sciences humaines, 1959), pp. 307 - 308, note 1.

(9) Laurent d’Arvieux, Mémoires du chevalier d’Arvieux, envoyé extraordinaire du Roy a la Porte, consul d’Alep,
d’Alger, de Tripoli et autres Echelles du Levant: Contenant ses voyages a Constantinople, dans 1'Asie, la Syrie, la
Palestine, I'Egypte et la Barbarie, recueillis de ses Mémoires originaux et mis en ordre par le R. P. Jean-Baptiste Labat,
6 vols. (Paris: C.-J.-B. Delespine, 1735), vol. 2, p. 39.

(10) Fynes Moryson, An Itinerary Containing his Ten Yeeres Travell through the Twelve Dominions of Germany,
Bohmerland, Sweitzerland, Netherland, Denmarke, Poland, Italy, Turky, France, England, Scotland and Ireland, 4 vols.
(Glasgow: J. MacLehose and sons; New York: Macmillan Company, 1907), vol. 2, p. 53.
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(11) Jean Sauvaget, «Esquisse d’une histoire de la ville de Damas,» La Revue des Etudes Islamiques, no. 8 (1934),

p. 468.
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(13) Christina Phelps Grant, The Syrian Desert; Caravans, Travel and Exploration, with Sixteen Plates and Four Maps

(London: A. and C. Black, Itd., 1937), p. 132.

(14) Uriel Heyd, Ottoman Documents on Palestine, 1552 - 1615; a Study of the Firman According to the Miihimme
Defteri (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1960), p. 45.

(15) Jean Georgelin, «Compagnies de commerce vénitiennes au Levant au XVIlle siécle,» dans: Sociétés et compagnies
de commerce en Orient et dans 'Océan Indien: Actes du 8e colloque international d’histoire maritime, Beyrouth, 5 - 10
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12 (Paris: SEVPEN, 1970), p. 648.
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Géographie humaine de la Syrie centrale (Tours: Arrault, imprimeurs, 1936), p. 190.

(21) Andrea Berengo, Lettres d’un marchand vénitien, présentées par Ugo Tucci; av.-pr. de Gino Luzzatto, affaires et
gens d’affaires; 10 (Paris: SEVPEN, 1957), pp. 9 - 10.

(22) Jean-Baptiste Tavernier, Les Six voyages de Jean-Baptiste Tavernier, chevalier baron d’Aubonne, qu’il a fait
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1681 - 1682), tome 1, pp. 96 - 99.
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vol. 1, p. 343.
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