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Lamalmin in Beidane Tribal Society
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Abstract: Despite significant advances in the study of the social structure of
the Beidan, knowledge of the lamalmin® (craftsmen) remains relatively modest.
This paper attempts to rectify this gap by highlighting some problematic issues
related to the origins of the Beidan craftsmen, who over the ages have formed one
of the components of the Saharan tribal society. It also considers the problems
raised by the categorizations that they have been subject to. The paper concludes
that the Lamalamin, in as much as they formed a virtually closed class, had also
a relationship with Bedouin Saharan tribal society that determined their social
origins. The findings thus reveal how social status, can sometimes go beyond the
constraints of genealogy and profession.

Keywords: Lamalmin, Beidani Hassani Society, Nomadic Craftsmen
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(2) The word lamalmin comes from the Hassanya language and is applied to a social group w1thm Beidan society to
distinguish it sociologically from other groups.
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(5) O. Herrenschmidt, «Caste,» dans: Pierre Bonte et Michel Izard (dirs.), Dictionnaire de [’ethnologie et de
["anthropologie (Paris: Presses universitaires de France, 1991), p. 130.
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(6) Tal Tamari, «Les Castes au Soudan occidental: Etude anthropologique et historique,» thése de doctorat d’Etat,
Université de Paris X — Nanterre, 1988, p. 12.

(7) Liliane Prévost et Isabelle de Courtilles, Guide des croyances et symboles: Afrique, Bambara, Dogon, Peul, études
africaines (Paris; Budapest; Torino: L’Harmattan, 2005), p. 57.

(8) Catherine Hincker, «Identité et métier des inaden: La Valeur sociale des techniques chez les Touaregs de 1’Ouest,»
L’Homme: Revue frangaise d’anthropologie, no. 169 (2004), p. 130.
(9) Attilio Gaudio, Les Populations du Sahara occidental: Histoire, vie et culture (Paris: Karthala, 1993), p. 289.

(10) Abdel Wedoud Ould Cheikh, «Nomadisme, Islam et pouvoir politique dans la société maure précoloniale (XI-XIXe
siécles),» thése de doctorat de sociologie, Université de Paris V, 1985, p. 327.

(11) Pierre Bonte, «L’Emirat de I’adrar: Histoire et anthropologie d’une société tribale du Sahara occidental,» these de

doctorat, Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales, 1998, p. 856.
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(14) Bonte, p. 837.

(15) Michael Bollig, «Ethnic Relations and Spatial Mobility in Africa: A Review of the Peripatetic Niche,» in: Aparna

Rao (ed.), The Other Nomads: Peripatetic Minorities in Cross-Cultural Perspective, with a Preface by Fredrik Barth,

Kolner ethnologische Mitteilungen; Bd. 8 (K6ln: Bohlau, 1987), pp. 179-228.
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(17) Mariella Villasante Cervello, «They Work to Eat and they Eat to Work: M’allemin Craftsmen Classifications and

Discourse among the Mauritanian Bidan Nobility,» trad. by R. Taylor, in: Joseph C. Berland and Aparna Rao (eds.),
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(19) Corinne Fortier, «De la forge a I’écriture. De 1’indépendance a I’aliénation: Le Statut ambivalent du forgeron
dans la société maure,» dans: La Forge et le forgeron. I, pratiques et croyances, eurasie; 11 (Paris; Budapest; Torino:
L’Harmattan, 2002), p. 126.
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