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Unfinished Dream: A Critique of Samir Amin
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Abstract: This study revisits Samir Amin’s Marxist conceptual framework
as one of the pioneers of the Dependency Theory School that dominated
scholarly understandings of the structural relationship between capitalism and
underdevelopment. Amin provided a solid economic analysis that explains how
the progress of the developed capitalism coincided with underdevelopment in
the rest of the world. However, this article will show that Amin’s theoretical
and ideological model pushed him to go further in developing a distinctive
teleological Marxist theory on history that serves his theory of dependency.

Keywords: Samir Amin, Dependency Theory, Capitalism, Maoism,
Underdevelopment.
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Iraqi scholar and writer in social science and political economy. He has taught at the University of Amsterdam, New York
University, and Yale University.
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(1) Samir Amin (Hassan Riad), L egypte nasserienne (Paris: Ed. de Minuit, 1964).
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(2) RobertA. Packenham, The Dependency Movement: Scholarship and Politics in Development Studies (Massachusetts
and London: Harvard University Press, 1992), p. 16.
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(4) Andre Gunder Frank, Capitalism and Underdevelopment in Latin America: Historical Studies of Chile and Brazil
(London and New York: Modern Reader Paperback, 1969).
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(6) Samir Amin, L accumulation a [’échelle mondiale (Paris: Anthropos, 1970), p. 204.

(7) Robert Brenner, «The Origins of Capitalist Development: A Critique of Neo—Smithian Marxism,» New Left Review,
no. 104 (July—August 1977), pp. 25-94.
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(8) Samir Amin, L échange inégale et la loi de la valeur (Paris: Anthropos, 1973), p. 13.
(9) Anthony Brewer, Marxist Theories of Imperialism: A Critical Survey (London: Routledge, 1990), p. 123.
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(12) Herman M. Schwartz, States versus Markets: History, Geography and the Development of the International
Political Economy (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1994).
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(13) Bernard Semmel, The Rise of Free Trade Imperialism: Classical Political Economy, the Empire of Free Trade and
Imperialism 1750—1850 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004).

(14) Amin, L’ accumulation, p. 16.
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