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Ecology of Poverty: An Anthropological Approach
to Adaptive Dynamics and Living Practices
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Abstract: This study analyzes the social dynamics associated with resource
management practices, the forms of competitiveness as well as the different
patterns of legitimacy associated with access to resources. It also examines the
social phenomena that accompanied the shift from common to private ownership
in the context of the growing dominance of the modern market in the Tafilalt area
of south—eastern Morocco. The study tracks the shifts in access to resources and
households’ livelihood strategies, from a cultural ecology perspective. This studies
the interactions of nature with communities through local culture and knowledge,
and their history of utilizing resources (land, water). This study contends that
inequality in the distribution of environmental resources is a reflection of patterns
of access to resources, which in turn are linked to a social system that is seemingly
caught between the contradictions of local and modern systems.

Keywords: Water Rights, Land Use, Agricultural Transformation, Ethnography,
Cultural Ecology, Patterns of Legitimacy.
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(50) M. Kadiri, «La Gestion communautaire dans les kser de Jorf,» Mémoire de licence, University Moulay Ismail,
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(51) Hassan Quarouch et al., «Eaux souterraines, sources de dignité et ressources sociales: Cas d’agriculteurs dans la
plaine du Saiss au Maroc,» Cah Agric, vol. 23, no. 3 (Mai—Juin 2014), pp. 158-165.

(52) Najib Akesbi, «Une Nouvelle stratégie pour I’agriculture marocaine: Le ‘Plan Maroc vert’,» New Medit, vol. 11,
no. 2 (2012), pp. 14-15
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(53) Ibid., p.16.

(54) Joan Martinez—Alier, «Ecology and the Poor: A Neglected Dimension of Latin American History,» Journal of Latin
American Studies, vol. 23, no. 3 (October 1991), pp. 624-625.
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(56) Vincent Battesti, Jardins au desert: Evolution des pratiques et savoirs oasiens, Jérid Tunisien (Paris: IRD Editions,
2005), p. 15.
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