111 e

*Rachid Benbih | dy (1 2
U0 igall polell UMl daigoll 5y

1 ol Wginy «yweuwn oJl Ly ol wpé
il @ldlg ol d._g.n}i:iJIq auw L)l

Migration of Religious Studies Students from West
Africa to Souss in Southern Morocco: Politics,

Religious Education and the Production of Elites
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Abstract: This study examines the migration of religious students to Morocco and
their role in influencing the religious dynamics in West Africa. It analyzes the role of
these schools in forming elites capable of defending popular Islam and confronting
the expansion of Islamism in this region. It adopts a socio—historical approach to
analyse the constant and the variable in religious education following Morocco’s
structuring of the curriculum in 2004. It examines how religious qualifications are
organised and the implications of that and the characteristics of the students and
outputs and prospects of religious education in Morocco. The study also reveals
the interests for Moroccan religious elites in influencing policy in West Africa,

where religious institutions and Sufi orders play active political roles.
Keywords: Religious Schools, Religious Qualification, Religious Politics, West
Africa, Religious Elites.
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