57 RN

*Tarig Dana | lica g)ln

VAW Luw Ll ALAISI PAd) JAao
.o | i 21
An Introduction to the Political Economy
of the Occupied Palestinian Territory
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Abstract: This paper introduces the political economy perspective of the
conditions and transformations of the Palestinian territories occupied since
1967. It focuses on the strategies and mechanisms adopted by the occupying
forces to re—engineer the interaction between politics and economics in order to
subjugate the population and enforce colonial control over the territories. This
paper encourages graduate students and emerging researchers, especially in the
field of Palestinian studies, to adopt the political economy as an effective inter—
disciplinary method to understand and analyse complex phenomena. The ability
of the political economy to provide a critical deconstructive reading of colonial
realities is instrumental in efforts to rebuild the Palestinian national movement
on new political-economic grounds to counter Israeli colonial strategies.

Keywords: Political Economy, Settler Colonialism, Economic Hegemony,
Economic Stabilisation.
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(1) Patrick Wolfe, «Settler Colonialism and the Elimination of the Native,» Journal of Genocide Research, vol. 8,
no. 4 (December 2006), p. 388.
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(4) Yusef Sayigh, «The Palestinian Economy under Occupation: Dependency and Pauperization,» Journal of Palestine
Studies, vol. 15, no. 4 (Summer 1986), p. 49.
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(California: University of California Press, 2017), p. 85.
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(13) Sara Roy, Failing Peace: Gaza and the Palestinian—Israeli Conflict (London/Michigan: Pluto Press, 2007), p. 33.

(14) Joost R. Hiltermann, Behind the Intifada: Labor and Women s Movements in the Occupied Territories (New Jersey:
Princeton University Press, 1991), p. 9.
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(16) UNCTAD, Report on UNCTAD Assistance to the Palestinian People: Developments in the Economy of the
Occupied Palestinian Territory (Geneva: 2016), p. 8.

(17) David Butterfield et al., «Impacts of Water and Export Market Restrictions on Palestinian Agriculture,» Faculty of
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ly/2mV9CP7
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(56) Quoted in: Anne Le more, International Assistance to the Palestinians after Oslo: Political Guilt, Wasted Money,
Routledge Studies on the Arab—Israeli Conflict Series (Oxford/New York: Routledge, 2008), p. 2.

(57) UNCTAD, Palestinian War—Torn Economy: Aid, Development and State Formation (New York/ Geneva: 2006),
p. 37.

(58) Turner, «The Political Economy of Western Aid.»

(59) Jeremy Wildeman & Alaa Tartir, «Unwilling to Change, Determined to Fail: Donor Aid in Occupied Palestine in
the Aftermath of the Arab Uprisings,» Mediterranean Politics, vol. 19, no. 3 (2014), pp. 431-449.

(60) Anne Le More, «Killing with Kindness: Funding the Demise of a Palestinian State,» International Affairs, vol. 81,
no. 5 (2005), pp. 981-999.
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(61) Nora Lester Murad, «Donor Complicity in Israel’s Violations of Human Rights,» Al-Shabaka, 24/10/2014, accessed
on 25/7/2019, at: https://bit.ly/32KxzvH

(62) Shir Hever, «<How much International Aid to Palestinians Ends up in the Israeli Economy?» Aid Watch, September
2015, accessed on 25/7/2019, at: https:/bit.ly/2wFONwb

(63) Tariq Dana, «The Structural Transformation of Palestinian Civil Society: Key Paradigm Shifts,» Middle East
Critique, vol. 24, no. 2 (2015), pp. 191-210.

(64) Mandy Turner, «Peacebuilding as Counterinsurgency in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,» Review of International
Studies, vol. 41 (2015), pp. 73-98.
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