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The Idea of Poverty and the Reality of Being Poor
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Abstract: Modern approaches have diverged from every standard perception
of the phenomenon of poverty and explained it through objective approaches,
not only in order to understand the phenomenon, but to provide appropriate
solutions to it as a multidimensional problem. This paper focuses on different
philosophical, religious, economic, legal and political perceptions of poverty.
While it is possible to distinguish between different dimensions of poverty at
the methodological level, in reality these dimensions overlap and are mutually
reinforcing according to different social and historical contexts. The research
concludes that capitalist globalization has led to two dangerous consequences:
the dominance of capital over labour and to some extent its independence from
labour and the transformation of the democratic state into a complex system to
serve global capital.
Keywords: Approaches to Poverty, Social Justice, Liberal Democracy,
Capitalism, Globalization.
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(1) Ai-Thu Dang, «Fondements des politiques de la pauvreté: Notes sur ‘“The Report on the Poor’ de John Locke,»
Revue Economique, vol. 45, no. 6 (Novembre 1994), pp. 1423-1441.
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