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Toward Shaping a Vision for the Development of
Jerusalem’s Suburbs: Al-Zaiem, Anata,
Al-Ram and Kafer Agab as Examples
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Abstract: The spatial urban fabric of Jerusalem has developed under a deep
geopolitical conflict. This conflict fragmented the urban area, and affected
the formation of a normal relationship between the city and its surrounding
neighborhoods and suburbs. Currently the metropolitan area of Jerusalem is
divided according to administrative borders and the separation wall, which has
created an arbitrary division between the city and its suburbs and hinterland. The
division contributes to the deterioration of the urban environment. This paper
describes and analyzes the reality of the Jerusalem suburbs, and discusses the
status of these suburbs. The paper suggests strategies and tools for intervention
to reduce the deterioration of the urban environment, based on lessons learned
from international experience. The vision suggested in this paper seeks to transfer
the existing notion of seeking humanitarian aid and survivalism, to adapting a
developed approach despite the Israeli occupation.

Keywords: Jerusalem, Sub—urban, Urban Deterioration, Israeli Occupation,
Colonization.
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Andrees Faludi, «A Planning Doctrine for Jerusalem?» International Planning Studies, vol. 2, no. 1 (1997), pp. 83-102;
Scott A. Bollens, On Narrow Ground: Urban Policy and Ethnic Conflict in Jerusalem and Belfast (Albany, NY: State
University of New York Press, 2000); Jon Calame & Esther Charlesworth, Divided Cities: Belfast, Beirut, Jerusalem,
Mostar, and Nicosia (Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2011).
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(4) Rassem Khamaisi, «Jerusalem/ Al-Quds Between Two Walls: The Urban Planning Strategy and Policy for Reaching

Hegemony,» Paper presented at The Gulf First Urban Planning and Development Conference & Exhibition, Kuwait,
12-15/12/2005.
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(29) Rassem Khamaisi, «Urban Strategy for Strengthening of National Development in the New State of Palestine,»
Urban Geography, vol. 20, no. 2 (1999), pp. 168—-187.
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(33) Muna Dajani Daniela De Leo & Nura AlKhalili, «Planned Informality as a By—product of the Occupation: The
Case of Kufr Aqab Neighborhood in Jerusalem North,» Planum: The Journal of Urbanism, vol. 1, no. 26 (2012),

pp. 2-10.
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(35) Rassem Khamaisi, «Transformation from Rurality to Urbanity of Arab Localities and its Planning Implications,»
Horizons in Geography, no. 81-82 (2012), pp. 123-143; Rassem Khamaisi, «Housing Transformation within Urbanized
Communities: The Arab Palestinians in Israel,» Geography Research Forum, vol. 33 (2013), pp. 184-209.
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(36) Rassem Khamaisi et al., The Palestinian Bedouin of Barriyat Jerusalem (Jerusalem: IPCC, 2012).
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(37) Jounathan Rokem & Marco Allegra, «Planning in Turbulent Times: Exploring Planners’ Agency in Jerusalem,»
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