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The Arab State
A Historical Sociology Approach
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Abstract: This study presents a theoretical framework on and empirical accounts
of state formation, development, and deformation in the Arab world. Taking a
comparative historical methodology, the article raises several questions: What is
the difference between a regime and a state? What kind of regimes emerged in
the Arab world and how do we explain variations in their formations and types?
Why have some state—building processes failed whilst others succeeded? The
study’s main finding is that state building in the Arab world can be described as a
bell-shaped curve rather than a linear approximation of Weberian or Westphalian
notions of statehood.

Keywords: Arab State, Regimes, Social Fields, Bell-shaped Curve, Historical
Sociology.
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(1) Joel Samuel Migdal, State in Society: Studying how States and Societies Transform and Constitute One Another
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001), p. 231.

(2) Max Weber, "Politics as a Vocation," in: Hans Heinrich Gerth & Charles Wright Mills (eds.), From Max Weber:
Essays in Sociology (London: Routledge, 2001).

(3) Norbert Elias, The Civilizing Process: Sociogenetic and Psychogenetic Investigations, Eric Dunning, Johan
Goudsblom & Stephen Mennell (eds.) (Oxford: Blackwell, 2000).

(4) Samuel P. Huntington, Political Order in Changing Societies (New Haven/ London: Yale University Press, 1968).

(5) Theda Skocpol, Peter B. Evans & Dietrich Rueschemeyer (eds.), Bringing the State Back in (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1985).
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(7) Raymond Hinnebusch, The International Politics of the Middle East (Manchester: Manchester University Press,
2003); Fred Halliday, The Middle East in International Relations: Power, Politics and Ideology (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2005); Adham Saouli, The Arab State: Dilemmas of Late Formation (London: Routledge, 2012); Rolf
Schwarz, War and State Building in the Middle East (Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida, 2012).
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Raymond Hinnebusch, "Change and Continuity after the Arab Uprising: The Consequences of State Formation in Arab
North African States," British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 42, no. 1 (2015), pp. 12-30; Adham Saouli, "Back
to the Future: The Arab Uprisings and State (re) Formation in the Arab World," Democratization, vol. 22, no. 2 (2015),
pp- 315-334; Mehran Kamrava, Inside the Arab State (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018); Ruth Hanau Santini,
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Macmillan, 2018).
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Abstract: The authoritarian corporatist state is an organizational structure of
state form and a political relationship between the state apparatus and society,
that make distorted, restricted, and incomplete democratic transformation,
due to its domination on society. this pattern of state structure have low
institutionalization level, compensate it by control over the system of interest’s

representation on all forms of societal groups, this leads to the weakness of civil
society and establishing a kind of recurring political crises. In order to examine
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this hypothesis, through analyzing the Algerian case, as a representative case of
authoritarian corporatist state, this analysis may establish a deductive analytical
generalization to the rest of cases in the Arab region, by revealing the modus
operandi of the authoritarian corporatist state as a special type of domination’s
system hampering the democratic transition process.

Keywords: The Authoritarian Corporatist State, Statism, the State in Society, the
Uncivil Society, the Democratic Transition.
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Abstract: This study aims to investigate the relationship between welfare
state transformations in Algeria and the coercion of the social question in the
context of a crisis economic situation. It attempts to understand the historical
and ideological contexts that contributed to the emergence of the social state
and state capitalism as well as social policy shifts in view of the economic crises
and the Development project failure. This study will try through numbers and
statistic comparisons, to learn about present status and the future of the welfare
state, in context characterized by the state of protest expressing social outrage
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accumulated over the past few years, where the practices of state privatisation
and aberrations of the financial oligarchy are one of their most important causes
and factors.

Keywords: Welfare State, Social Policies, Public Policies, Rents.
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Bottom-up Urbanism and the Culture
of Squatting: A Critical Assessment
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Abstract: Informal Housing which is often dismissed as squatter settlements
constitutes a large component of the housing stock in the developing world.
Scholars have often connected the emergence of such communities to the informal
economy and the illegal takeover of land in the countries of the Global South.
By the middle of the 20" century new approaches and policies that encourages
the urban poor to engage in self—help housing have encountered limited success.

This paper presents a critique of some of these ideas and attempts to theorize this
bottom up urbanism through an understanding of the culture of its communities.

Keywords: Housing, Urbanism, Illegal, Urbanization, Informal.
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Abstract: The article analyzes impact of feminism’s epistemology on the
production and understanding of sociological knowledge in the Arab region,
and assumes a disconnect between feminism and social theory. This separation
does not help Arab sociology to benefit from the critical approach of feminist
epistemology to understand the "other": the marginalized, the different, the

colonized, etc. Therefore, the article aims to arouse the interest of researchers
about the cognitive obstacles that result from such a separation particularly in
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the area of Arab sociological studies. The study adopts an analytical approach to
feminist epistemology, concerned with identifying the intellectual backgrounds
that contributed to its emergence. It presents the theoretical and methodological
claims of the various currents of feminist epistemology: feminism empirist,
standpoint theory, and postmodern feminism.

Keywords: Feminism, Feminist Theory, Sociological Research, Arab Sociology,
Arab Women’s Studies.
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Abstract: Starting from a reflection on Black Feminism this article deals with
the inter—relationship between gender domination and racism as one of the most
important theoretical and political questions in Anglo—Saxon feminism: how far
does racist segregation shape sexist segregation and create an obstacle to the
political unity of feminism? If the ideological subject "women" has imploded
under the impact of the critique of patriarchy what about the subject of feminism
itself "we women"? Our thesis is to demonstrate how the discourse of domination
provides oppressed groups with ahistorical frameworks that constantly reify these
same groups including in their positive statements. In these conditions, wanting to
"de—essentialise" the subject of feminism, women runs the risk of renaturalising
them in a myriad of sub—categories (black women, headscarf-wearing women,
migrant women...), which become preconditions to struggles. Our ability to act
and be future political subjects depends on our capacity to reveal the historicity
of the inter—relationship of the categories of "sex" and "race" and to use chaos
techniques capable of inventing another political language.

Keywords: Feminism, Black Feminism, Domination, Intersectionality,
Colonialism, Postcolonialism, Resistance, United States.
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(Annex II')
Ethical Guidelines for Publication in Omran

1. The editorial board of Omran upholds the confidentiality and the objectivity the
peer review process. The peer review process is anonymized, with editors selecting
referees for specific manuscripts based on a set of pre—determined, professional
criteria. In where two reviewers cannot agree on the value of a specific manuscript,
a third peer reviewer will be selected.

2. Omran relies on a network of experienced, pre—selected peer reviewers who are
current in their respective fields.

3. Omran adopts a well-defined internal organization with clear duties and obligations
to be fulfilled by the editorial board.

4. Disclosure: With the exception of the editor in charge of the editing process
(normally the Editor—in—Chief or designated deputies), neither the editors, nor the
peer reviewers, are allowed to discuss the manuscript with third parties, including
the author. Information or ideas obtained in the course of the reviewing and editing
processes and must be treated in confidence and must never be used for personal
financial or other gain.

5. When deemed necessary based on the reviewers’ reports, the journal may offer
researchers methodological, technical and other assistance in order to improve the
quality of their submissions.

6. The editors of Omran are committed to notifying the authors of all submitted
pieces of the acceptance or otherwise of their manuscripts for publication. In cases
where the editors of Omran reject a manuscript, the author will be informed of the
reasons for doing so.

7. Omran is committed to providing quality professional copy editing, proof reading
and online publishing services.

8. Impartiality: The editors and the reviewers evaluate manuscripts for their intellectual
and academic merit, without regard to race, ethnicity, gender, religious beliefs or
political views of the authors.

9. Conlflicts of interest: Editors and peer reviewers should not consider manuscripts
in which there is a conflict of interests resulting from competitive, collaborative
or other relationships or connections with any of the authors, companies, or
institutions connected to the papers.

10. Confidentiality: Unpublished data obtained through peer review must be kept
confidential and cannot be used for personal research.

11. Intellectual property and copyright: The ACRPS retains copyright to all articles
published in its peer reviewed journals. The articles may not be published
elsewhere fully or partially, in Arabic or in another language without an explicit
written authorization from the ACRPS.

12. The editorial board of Omran fully respects intellectual property when translating
and publishing an article published in a foreign journal, and will seek the right to
translate and publish any work from the copyright holder before proceeding to do so.

13. Omran does not make payments for manuscripts published in the journal, and all
authors and researchers are exempt from publication fees.
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— Michael Pollan, The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals (New
York: Penguin, 2006), pp. 99-100.

— Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Love in the Time of Cholera, Edith Grossman (trans.) (London:
Cape, 1988), pp. 242-55.

In quotes not immediately following the reference: Pollan, p. 31.

Where there are several references by the same author, add a short title: Pollan, Omnivore s
Dilemma, p. 31.

In quotes immediately following the reference: Ibid., p. 32.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

— Pollan, Michael. The Omnivores Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New
York: Penguin, 2006.

For books by three or more authors, in the note, list only the first author, followed by et al.:

— Michael Gibbons et al., The New Production of Knowledge: The Dynamics of Science
and Research in Contemporary Societies (London: Sage, 1994), pp. 220-221.

In later quotes: Gibbons et al., p. 35.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

— Michael Gibbons et al. The New Production of Knowledge: The Dynamics of Science
and Research in Contemporary Societies. London: Sage, 1994.

ll- Periodicals

Author’s name, "article title," journal title, volume number, issue number (Month/
season Year), page numbers.

— Joshua I. Weinstein, "The Market in Plato’s Republic," Classical Philology, no. 104
(2009), p. 440.

The corresponding bibliographical entry:

— Weinstein, Joshua I. "The Market in Plato’s Republic." Classical Philology. no. 104
(2009).

lll- Articles in a Newspaper or Popular Magazine
N.B. Cited only in footnotes, not in the references/bibliography. Example:

— Ellen Barry, "Insisting on Assad’s Exit Will Cost More Lives, Russian Says," The New
York Times, 29/12/2012.

IV- Electronic Resources

When quoting electronic resources on websites, please include all the following:
Author’s name (if available), "The article or report title," series name (if available),
website’s name, date of publication (if available), accessed on 9/8/2016, at: http:/www...
The full link to the exact page should be included. Please use an URL Shortener (Bitly)
or (Google Shortner). Example:

— John Vidal, "Middle East faces water shortages for the next 25 years, study says," The
Guardian, 27/8/2015, accessed on 31/10/2015, at: http://bit.ly/2k97Wxw

— Policy Analysis Unit—-ACRPS, "President Trump: An Attempt to Understand the

Background," Assessment Report, The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies,
accessed on 10/11/2016, at: http://bit.ly/2j36v5S
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iv.  All research papers submitted for consideration must adopt the referencing
guidelines adopted by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (See
Appendix I for a complete guide to the reference style used across all of our
journals).

v.  All submitted works must fall within the broad scope of Omran, including
economics, demographics, and environmental science.

Vi. Book reviews of between 2,800 and 3,000 words in length will be considered
for submission to the journal, provided that the book covers a topic which
falls within the scope of the journal and within the reviewer’s academic
specialization and/or main areas of research. Reviews are accepted for books
written in any language, provided they have been published in the previous
three years. Book reviews are subject to the same quality standards which
apply to research papers.

vii.  Omran carries a special section devoted to discussions of a specific theme
which is a matter of current debate within the social sciences. These essays
must be between 2,800 and 3,000 words in length. They are subject to the
same refereeing standards as research papers.

viii.  All submissions are to be between 6,000 and 8,000 words in length, inclusive
of a bibliography, footnotes, appendices and the caption texts on images. The
editors retain the right to publish longer pieces at their discretion. Research
papers should be submitted typed on "Word". The Arabic text should be in the
same font and not several fonts, and the English text should only be in "Times
New Roman" font. Accordingly, the Arabic text should be in one single font
totally different from the unified English font.

ix.  All diagrams, charts, figures and tables must be provided in a format
compatible with either Microsoft Office’s spreadsheet software (Excel) or
Microsoft Office’s word processing suite (Word), alongside high-resolution
images. Charts will not be accepted without the accompanying data from
which they were produced.

4. The peer review process for Omran and for all journals published by the ACRPS is
conducted in the strictest confidence. Two preliminary readers are selected from a
short list of approved reader—reviewers. In cases where there is a major discrepancy
between the first two readers in their assessment of the paper, the paper will be
referred to a third reviewer. The editors will notify all authors of a decision either
to publish, publish after modifications, or to decline to publish, within two months
of the receipt of the first draft.

5. The editorial board of Omran adheres to a strict code of ethical conduct, which has
the clearest respect for the privacy and the confidentiality of authors (cf. Annex II).
i.  The sequencing of publication for articles accepted for publication follows

strictly technical criteria.

ii.  Omran does not make payments for articles published in the journal, nor does
it accept payment in exchange for publication.

(Annex |)

Footnotes and Bibliography
I- Books

Author’s name, Title of Book, Edition (Place of publication: Publisher, Year of publication),
page number.
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Omran is a quarterly, peer reviewed academic journal dedicated to the social sciences
and published by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (ISSN: 2305-2473).
First published in the summer of 2012, Omran is overseen by an academic editorial
board composed of experts as well as an actively engaged board of international
advisers. Publication in Omran is governed by a strict code of ethics which guides the
relationship between the editorial staff and contributors.

The name of the journal evokes Ibn Khaldun’s concept of ilm al Omran, often viewed
as a precursor to the social sciences. Born out of the perceived methodological and
functional crises faced by the social sciences and humanities during an era of massive
social transformations sweeping through the Arab region, Omran aims to establish for
itself a distinct identity among prominent Arab journals and periodicals, as a journal/
project aspiring to build new intellectual trends and schools of thought. It thus seeks to
bring about a qualitative leap in its multidisciplinary field (encompassing anthropology,
sociology, social history, political science, political economy, population sciences,
environment, and development studies), espousing in this an integrated interdisciplinary
approach. It views freedom as the guiding principle and ultimate goal of the social
sciences, since freedom is the essence of thought, which is also the essence of humanity.

Submission to and publication in Omran is governed by the following guidelines:

1. Only original work which is submitted exclusively for publication within the
journal is accepted. No work which has been previously published fully or in part
will be considered for publication in Omran. Similarly, no work which substantially
resembles any other work published in either print or electronic form, or submitted
to a conference other than the conferences held by the ACRPS will be considered
for publication.

2. Submissions must be accompanied by a curriculum vitae (CV) of the author, in
both Arabic and English.

3. All submissions must include the following elements:

i. A title in both Arabic and English together with the author’s institutional
affiliation.

ii.  An abstract, ranging between 100 words in length, in both Arabic and English
as well as a list of keywords. The abstract must explicitly and clearly spell out
the research problematic, the methodologies used, and the main conclusions
arrived at.

iii.  The research paper must include the following elements: specification of
the research problematic; significance of the topic being studied; statement
of thesis; a review of literature emphasizing gaps or limitations in previous
analysis; a description of the research methodology; hypothesis and conceptual
framework; bibliography.
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The Arab Center for Research and Policy
Studies is an independent social sciences and
humanities institute that conducts applied
and theoretical research seeking to foster
communication between Arab intellectuals
and specialists and global and regional
intellectual hubs. The ACRPS achieves
this objective through consistent research,
developing criticism and tools to advance
knowledge, while establishing fruitful links
with both Arab and international research
centers.

The Center encourages a resurgence of
intellectualism in Arab societies, committed
to strengthening the Arab nation. It works
towards the advancement of the latter based
onthe understanding that development cannot
contradict a people’s culture and identity, and
that the development of any society remains
impossible if pursued without an awareness
of its historical and cultural context, reflecting
its language(s) and its interactions with other
cultures.

The Center works therefore to promote
systematic and rational, scientific research-
based approaches to understanding issues
of society and state, through the analysis
of social, economic, and cultural 'policies.
In line with this vision, the Center conducts
various academic activities to achieve
fundamental goals. In addition to producing
research papers, studies and reports, the
center conducts specialized programs and
convenes conferences, workshops, training
sessions, and seminars oriented to specialists
as well as to Arab public opinion. It publishes
peer-reviewed books and journals and many
publications are available in both Arabic and
English to reach a wider audience.

The Arab Center, established in Doha in
autumn 2010 with a publishing office in Beirut,
has since opened three additional branches
in Tunis, Washington and Paris, and founded
both the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic
and the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies.
The ACRPS employs resident researchers
and administrative staff in addition to hosting
visiting researchers, and offering sabbaticals
to pursue full time academic research.
Additionally, it appoints external researchers
to conduct research projects.

Through these endeavours the Center
contributes to directing the regional research
agenda towards the main concerns and
challenges facing the Arab nation and citizen
today.
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