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The Army and Irregular Armed Groups in Iraq: The
State versus the Ethnic Alternative

315 ados o ol A3l Wsdl jae UMt SaNl ol s dnl ) Conss ¢ el
Jymd Aol Blad] J s (ool iy o o0l of SYI St e L5yl lebs| b
gl mo Asll 3500 Hled b doed o5 e argad dld Wloo ) cduldd 65
bl eladl) o Jas s Glesedl 2l s (g3 Alpd) |3 Lo o Gl Gy ol Vigone ¢y
ey ‘-LB;"-“) &.aﬁLk.SL J‘j‘ Sl W\ ‘d\j"“ odg s gS-‘-“ JJ):'«J\ ﬂ)w\ LBL:MJ\ ‘59‘5
L o gl Al o )l odin 3t ) 31l el 8,515 e ran 1 31
) L3l Olelandl S I dadadl dely@ll e g Jimes cioBl Ladel 53

Jasb
alladl 8 Jsladll eVl sl ¢ Ball ol rimliiell coleds

Abstract: This study follows the progress of the Iraqi army through the course
of the modern Iraqi state. It illustrates how military interference in politics led
to weaken the state, from an arm of politics to an architect of politics, and a
dominant player. The army would eventually fall victim to politics itself and,
with its gradual collapse, initiate the downfall of the state image. This allowed
for the emergence of pre-state structures to perform the function of protecting
and regulating the public sphere. In the fraught historical context of Iraq, these
structures took on a sectarian and ethnic character. The anxiety dominating the
memory of Iraqi society led these emerging structures to develop into a phase
where their rules differed substantially from the organizing principles that had
controlled Iraqi groups for many years.
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Researcher specializing in Iraqi nation security affairs. He holds an MA from the Department of Political Systems and
Public Policy, Nahrain University, Iraq.
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