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What are the Social Bonds that Turn Groups and
Individuals into a Society?

Quels sont les rapports sociaux qui font d’'un ensemble de
groupes humains et d’individus une Société ?
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Abstract: This presentation seeks to detail the social bonds, be they political,
religious, economic, of kinship, etc., that have the ability to combine human groups
and individuals and unite them in a single whole that contains them. These bonds
give people an additional shared uniting identity, thereby forming a defined «society»
that is then recognized by neighboring societies. This research tries to answer this
complex and longstanding question from an anthropological perspective.
Keywords: Kinship, Economics, Imaginary Representations, Society, New
Guinea, Baruya.
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A world-renowned French anthropologist. From 1967-1988 he conducted a number of field research studies among the

Baruya tribe in the uplands of New Guinea. Most of his anthropological works concern the question of economics. In
1966, he published his most significant work Rationality and Irrationality in Economics.

wrﬂ b 2017)4LA/)L:‘ L.l&“ uwaJ..U 4:-}.,\.5‘ Jg=e JB UQLLH u...b)& u’*’)}""! oj....pbuo).& v}j.a.” u.,a...” ek

}A:-Y\ L.'S.U)A.S‘
The text is a translation of a lecture given by Maurice Godelier at the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, May 2017.
Revised by Mouldi Lahmar.

badl o5 el ¢ 5 B ALY pplall Il dgmedl 3 dloms Sluls oVl ple B el s

Researcher at the Higher Institute of Literary Studies and Humanities of Tunis, University of Tunis El Manar.
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