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Study of the Vulnerable Middle Class in Morocco:
A New Approach
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Abstract: This study takes a new perspective to analyze the concept of the middle
class that is, using the concept of occupational vulnerability. This perspective
disagrees with many studies that sought to delineate and define the middle
class based on specific criteria, such as income and standard of living. From a
sociological perspective, nowadays, these quantitative standards seem outdated,
since it is widely believed that the middle class is a social medium characterized
by a special culture that concerns all those who possess a sense of belonging to it.
Through recalling the transformations witnessed by the labor market in a number
of countries, such as Morocco, this study offers the professional vulnerability
paradigm as an entry point to the study of the vulnerable middle class. While
studying the middle class, additional paradigms such as occupation, poverty line,
subjective definition norm, or any other norm applicable to the discipline and the

researcher’s experience might be considered.

Keywords: Vulnerable Middle Class, Occupational Vulnerability, Poverty Line,

Wealth.
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(1) Pierre Bourdieu (ed.), La misére du monde (Paris: Le Seuil, 1993).

(2) Pierre Rosanvallon & Jean-Paul Fitoussi, Le nouvel dge des inégalités (Paris: Seuil, 1996).
(3) Louis Chauvel, Les classes moyennes a la dérive (Paris: Seuil, 2006).

(4) Bourdieu.

(5) Julien Damon, Les classes moyennes (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 2013).
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(6) Ali Ben Haddou, Maroc: Les Elites Du Royaume, Essai sur [’organisation du pouvoir au Maroc (Paris: L'Harmattan,
1997).

(7) Said Tangeaoui, Les Entrepreneurs marocains: Pouvoir, société et modernité (Paris: Karthala, 1993); Myriam
Catusse, Le temps des entrepreneurs? Politique et transformations du capitalisme au Maroc (Paris: Maisonneuve &

Larose, 2008).
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(9) «La classe moyenne, c’est qui?» Centre des Etudes Sociales, Economiques et Managériales (CESEM) de Rabat,
sur le site Internet réalisé par Joan Bardelitti sur les classes moyennes en Afrique, 2009, accessed on 19/6/2017, at:
http://bit.ly/2A993Z1
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(11) Ahmed Lahlimi Alami, «Les classes moyennes marocaines: Caractéristiques, évolution et facteurs d’¢largissement,»

Conférence-débat du Haut-Commissaire au Plan sur les classes moyennes au Maroc, Rabat, May 2009, accessed on
26/11/2017, at: http://bit.ly/219DXdz
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(14) Saadeddine Igamane, «Les classes moyennes au Maroc face a la peur du déclassement social,» Blog Farzyat du
Centre Jacques Berque - Rabat, 2013, accessed on 26/11/2017, at: http://bit.ly/2ABDIF7
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(17) Igamane, «Les classes moyennes.»
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