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Abstract: Rethinking the concepts of migration and diaspora, Ranajit Guha

focuses on the loss of one’s past and identity resulting from the temporal and

spatial distortions imposed by migration. In addition to discussing the migrant’s

status at the initial departure, Guha reflects on the migrant’s experience within

the host community in the intensity of the immediate present. Suddenly ruptured

from the continuity of their own roots, disoriented and with no insights in an

incomprehensible present that has no before nor after, migrants are expected to
struggle to build themselves a future and a new identity.

Keywords: Migration, Permanent Migration, Diaspora, Identity, Place, Space.
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Indian historian, considered to be the founding father of both the Subaltern Studies and the Postcolonial Studies schools.
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(3) Martin Heidegger, Being and Time, John Macquarrie & Edward Robinson (trans.), (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1987),
p. 420.
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