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Between Religion, Gender, and Colonialism: Women Leaders
and Activists in the Islamic Movement within the Green Line
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Abstract: This paper analyzes the discourse and social and political activism
of women leaders and activists in the Islamic Movement inside the Green Line,
the pre—1949 boundaries of Israel. The author asserts that these women were
recruited into these Islamist movements mainly because of their adherence to
«orthodox» (Sunni) Islam, particularly in matters of gender. The findings of the
paper demonstrate that the representation of these women in the official party
decision—making apparatus is virtually non—existent. Similarly, their activity is
largely devoid of militancy when it comes to changing this lack of representation
or changing the concepts and practices of the movement in terms of gender
equality. A few of them indicated their commitment to the Palestinian narrative
and collective memory and political militancy, but from a Muslim vantage
point. for the majority however, the political context is severely limited, and a
problematization of the current political regime is absent. The author contends
that understanding these phenomena would be impossible without accounting
for the colonial context within which Palestinians within the Green Line exist.

Keywords: Gender, [slamic Movement, Settler Colonialism, Agency, Green Line.
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Researcher in the Mada al-Carmel — Arab Center for Applied Social Research in Haifa. She is currently pursuing her
PhD in Gender Studies at the Ben-Gurion University of Bi’ir as—Sab. This study addresses several aspects of her thesis.




Issue 7/25 aa=ll = 30
L)
Summer 2018 Loy \)2),&-
omran

JAao
4.‘;3)\.9 3.3)‘)’&.4\.0.:“.9_9 cu.c))\.wy\_g gﬁJ’J‘ u&w\géu\ LLJL.J\ J)Uuﬁa’:ﬂ Q{
OV Gany b g gl slall 3 sim Sl (I Lol cgolomta¥l Uil fosinl 3]
b el ar Lo (Pagllss amiadl Cpntll SBLE e pgmgld BT oplzel,
%;79‘5 .(2)%;01.&12-\“ C}J‘ LLas LY Log e ;f’ 3.“*;9\) (Awlaah ﬁw QL;.Q %;éywy\)
celotdl b Jats 0l Bl 2y lamzas¥) A501 25 @ sV sl ol i il A
oopl sl ol S5 b S5 88 A1 pelasles I e elpw el SIS ay
1948 ple 3 &5 sl Sluslondl sl o b - lylaadl Al Lol da i) IS
ol Vs Lkl B3l ) s e Lail e oyl polls (2)Y1 s dndan il
) 5l s N Tl s gy U1 O el LT L1948 s /U] o 2asB <31 )
o 153l ¢ ] Ass 15 bl o Gonny [y gl (1 Od 33 gal) G 1o
(bl Sy el e Al BTy & pate Bslental Slalew Fpll o ol
oo Bb gl B g Lol n o (U1 (1966 ple s wgle (g Stll (Sl O oy
ool Dasylges wersl)l o SN el Bpsbas ol e bl Sl Jadl —
oo Ole s dmdadlly Jpadl Loyl sadls So,Y1 e el @l & peaie luba o
BT oo madls B (558 5ylal s Ladasdlls B3lsedls (SN e il sl
Pglowo Y LMoy L3155 e IV o 3y thn b Slamiag SIS s Sl i
305 psdl (G Bda plond) ol 15 Loy (O 3L 5T ol 5 120 (5T L2511 LY

(1) Laila Ahmad, Women and Gender in Islam (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1993).

(2) Ziba Mir-Hosseini, «Towards Gender Equality: Muslim Family Laws and the Shari’ah,» in: Zainah Anwar (ed.),
Wanted Equality and Justice in the Muslim Family (Malaysia: Musawah: An Initiative of Sisters of Islam, 2009),
pp. 23-64.
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Ahmad H. Sa’di, «Ominous designs: Israel’s strategies and Tactics of Controlling the Palestinians during the First Two

Decades,» in: Elia Zureik, David Lyon and Yasmeen Abu—Laban (eds.), Surveillance and Control in Israel/Palestine:
Population, Territory and Power (London: Rutledge, 2011), pp. 83-98.
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Nadim Rouhana, Palestinian Citizens in an Ethnic Jewish State: Identities in Conflict (New Haven and London: Yale
University Press, 1997); Ian Lustic, Arabs in the Jewish State: Israel s Control of National Minority (Austin and London:
University of Texas Press, 1980).
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(10) Nahla Abdo, Women in Israel: Race, Gender and Citizenship (London and New York: Zed Books, 2011), pp. 54—
99; Nahla Abdo—Zubi, Family, Women and Social Change in the Middle East: The Palestinian Case (Toronto: Canadian
Scholars Press, 1987).
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